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Tour Sign-Up Deadline Is September 3
Hotel Reservation Deadline Is September 21
By Tom Pieper and Rich Sager
It’s August and time is running out. So let’s review the reunion plans and
things!
Date: Sunday, Oct. 5th through Thursday the
9th. Place: Holiday Inn Charleston Riverview.
For reservations call the Holiday Inn at 1800-766-4451. This phone number goes directly to the hotel. Ask for the highest floor available. Make sure you say you are with the Orion
group!
The cutoff date for hotel reservations is
Peeps
Sags
Sept. 21, 2008. After that the rooms will be on
an ‘as available’ basis and with no guaranteed rate!
For transportation to and from the airport, the hotel recommends:
Freeman Transportation (843) 830-7673
or Charleston Black Cab (843) 216-2627
The hotel is offering us a 10% discount for any meal at their new restaurant
on the top floor. It has a great view and an excellent menu. Vouchers will be
presented upon check-in!
The hotel provides free parking, which also includes free RV parking!
The hotel also provides a free shuttle bus to and from downtown for your
use. A map and schedule will be provided in your packet.
Several important things:
The entertainment on Tuesday evening in the hospitality room is free of
charge, provided by one of our new members, Bob Geraci and his troop from
Pittsburgh and is fantastic. So says our president and our reunion coordinator!
Chaplain Dusty Rodes will conduct the memorial service on Wednesday
after lunch aboard the USS Yorktown, aka the “The Fighting Lady”! The
Wednesday evening cruise will include, besides the cruise of the Charleston
harbor, a full meal and dancing!
The cutoff date for the tours is Sept. 3, 2008
So get those forms mailed in! If you will be registering late please call
Tom! If you need a registration form call Tom at 513-738-3499 or email him
at ttp@fuse.net
See Reunion Schedule on Page 3
The early bird winners will be drawn at the Thursday breakfast
Those who had their reservations in by June 30 are: Wally Stebbins and
Arlene Alercia, Jack and Marge Peterson, Nathaniel and Maurvene Williams,
Pat and Dennis Rose, Gene and Virginia Plunkett, Robert and Gloria Wolanin,
Jack and Aliff Dulaney, John and Joan Klena.
Four individual winners will each receive a free Banquet dinner!

Phone Number for
Holiday Inn Riverside

Shipmates have reported having
trouble (long ring times, no answers,
etc.) when using the central reservation phone number that we sent out
with the previous Scuttlebutt.
Holiday Inn suggests that we use
the hotel’s direct phone number

1-800-766-4451
As of August 4, confirmed and
registered attendees are:
Jack and Aliff Dulaney
Bill Graham and guests
Glenn and Susan Helbert
John and Joan Klena
Al and Mary McCann
Tim and Cindy Moran
Dave and Mary Peckinpaugh
Jack and Marge Peterson
Tom and Lorraine Pieper
Glenn and Joyce Pierce
Gene and Virginia Plunkett
Bob and Phyllis Podgorski
Dennis and Pat Rose
Rich and Jeanne Sager
Wally Stebbins and guest
Eric and Joan Washam
Paul and DoloresWickerham,
Guests of the Mariscottis

Nathaniel and Maurvene Williams
Robert and Gloria Wolanin
Names in bold type are attending
their first reunion
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To start off, the stories from the shipmates has been excellent. We have
enjoyed the photos and tales.
Early last year in an effort to clean out the garage and yard, I really messed
up my back. May the 6th this year they performed a “Anterior Spinal Fusion.” Sally had come to visit me in the hospital three days later and was hit
at an intersection, broke her arm and totaled our CRV. They sent me home
on 20 May. We have help from Medicare to keep us fed and help us take care
of each other. Sally’s arm is healing well, it turned out to be a fracture, not a
break. Me, I will be wearing a corset for the next 6 months to a year, physical
action limited, but back to boating at that time.
Hear from Dusty on a regular basis, great Chaplain! Keep the stories coming, miss going to the reunions. — Jerry Dalley, RM2C, Div. 6, 1943-1946.
* * *
Well, you could have knocked me over with a feather when I opened the
April Scuttlebutt to page 11 and saw my ugly mug in the forefront of the picture. It’s the picture on the bottom left.
Stan Dimmick says he doesn't remember the last four guys in the pix. I am
the unsmiling one in the front holding the mug of beer. Directly behind me
and in the back is Tom Buckley. Tom and I were great buddies and both
worked in the forward engine room. I got married a year after I got on the Orion and Tom was in my wedding party. When we were discharged Tom tried to
get me a job in New Jersey on the Delaware Lackawana railroad tugboats. His
father and brother both worked for DL and they got me a job as a deckhand
on the tugboats. Have you ever heaved a line from a tug in the middle of January in the middle of New York harbor. Let me tell you, its cold.
Anyway, I lost track of Tom a while later. The last I heard of him he was
an ironworker in DC. If you can put something in the newsletter I would like
to try to find him. Also another old friend of mine, Harry Pinover. I would
appreciate it greatly. Thanks.
I bet I could find the names of the other two guys in the pix if I could dig
out my ship yearbook. I'll see what I can do.
— Regards, Sam Gigliotti, EN2, 1951-55

Tote Bags
Now Available From
the Ship’s Store

Copy this form, fill it out
and send to:
Larry Snyder
308 Oak St.
Rowley, IA 52329

They are made of 600 denier polyester, zippered top opening, front pockets, zippered inside pocket, key holder
and black web handles, 15.5” wide x
15.75” high x 7.25” deep, the color is
blue.

$20.00

each
Make check payable to

USS Orion Store

Name ______________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________
City ______________________ State ______ Zip___________
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Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday Tours
Monday, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Magnolia Gardens and Historic Charleston with lunch
at Bubba Gumps, all for the price of $75.00 per person.
Tuesday, 9:15 a.m.-2:45 p.m.
Visit the H. L. Hunley, the first successful submarine,
then cruise through Charleston’s harbor on the way to
Fort Sumter. A box lunch will be provided on the boat.
Arrive back early enough to relax and get ready for the
evening’s entertainment. Priced at $75.00 per person.
7:00 p.m.
Hospitality Room: Entertainment by the Rocking Thru
the Ages group, courtesy of Bob Geraci and his group
from Pittsburgh. Bob is an Orion alum who attended his
first reunion last year!
Wednesday, 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Tour Patriots Point, the world's largest naval and maritime museum. After lunch in the CPO mess on the Yorktown, we will hold a Memorial Service aboard the ship.
The cost will be $55.00 per person.
6:15 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Enjoy dinner and dancing aboard the Spirit of Carolina
while cruising Charleston's beautiful harbor by moonlight
aboard a 100' luxury yacht. Alcoholic beverages are on
your own. Priced at $75.00 per person.
Both the daytime and evening activities can be combined for the price of $125.00 per person.
All tours include motor coach transportation from the
hotel, tour guides, admission charges, meals as listed, taxes and gratuities (except for the guide and driver which
are at the your discretion).
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Thursday’s Schedule

8:00 a.m. Breakfast
Enjoy a breakfast buffet in the Harbor View Restaurant — “Free of Charge.”
10:00 a.m. Business Meeting
Following breakfast, our business meeting will be in
the SUMTER ROOM.
1:00 p.m.
Garage Sale and closing of the Hospitality Room!
6:00 p.m. Banquet
The Banquet will be in the Harbor View Restaurant;
beginning with pictures and cocktails at 6:00 p.m. followed by dinner. Menu choices include:
Prime Rib $30.00 per person
Flounder stuffed with Crabmeat $30.00 per person
Stuffed Pork Chops, all the trimmings $26.00 per person
Includes coffee, tea, iced tea or soda and dessert
The raffle will follow so remember to bring along your
gift to be used as a prize for this.
Dues Reminder
Enclosed with this newsletter is a member information form which shows the information we have on
file. If there is a number after your name, it is the year
your dues are paid to. Our dues year runs from September to September so an “08” means that your dues are
paid to September 2008.
Please check over the information and let us know of
any changes or corrections. — Dave Peckinpaugh, 4300
E. Maple Manor Pkwy., Muncie, IN 47302

e-mail for the Orion Store: rowleyrunner@iowatelecom.net

Jackets

You can get them in royal blue with white trim or
royal blue with light gold trim, black with gold trim,
black with white trim, black with orange trim, green
with gold trim, scarlet with white trim, scarlet with
black trim or maroon with white trim.

70

$

Includes:
Your name on front
Lettering on back
Shipping
It will have USS Orion in a half circle with AS 18 in
a straight line beneath it on the back. It will be 2”
Tackle Twill lettering on the back.
It comes in sizes: S, M, L, XL, XXL.

If you don’t want to cut up your Scuttlebutt, copy this
form and send it with your check for $70 for each jacket
to:
Larry Snyder
308 Oak St.
Rowley, IA 52329

Make check payable to USS Orion Store
Jacket color ______________ Trim _______________
Size ____________________
Name you want on front:
____________________________________________
Ship to:
Name _______________________________________
Address _____________________________________
City __________________ State ______ Zip ________
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Chaplain Dusty

Under New Management
While in Puyallup,Wash., recently, I visited Stan
Stemp, one of the few remaining Orion plankowners. He
showed me a real trophy he had captured before the Orion
was hacked into bits and pieces. It was
a porthole window beautifully framed
into a small living room table. If you
ever get to the Northwest, go see this
old salt. His house has one whole
room chuck full of Orion memorabilia
but more than that, he is full of Orion
memories himself and excited about
the Orion. When you get with him,
can you guess what we talk about?
And Barbara tops it all off with her
famous cookies! It doesn’t get any better than that!
I have a great truth for you this month, so read on!
Have you ever adopted kids from a foster home and taken
them ‘to raise’ in your home? Some of you have and what
a journey. Were you adopted? Very few adopt randomly.
Many orphans or abandoned children find themselves in
foster homes. Many have come from dysfunctional, abusive homes, damaged and deeply wounded psychologically which really makes it a challenge to rear them.
So it is natural that the adopting parents try to learn as
much as possible about the child they wish to adopt. So

Star and Bull, Nov. 25, 1943

they choose on the basis of getting the child the least
damaged, who has the best chance of turning out well
and being a success in the world. They make an educated
guess.
I say all that to make my point! Because of the sin
factor in our lives, we are programmed to ‘go our own
way and do our own thing.’ Isa. 53:6 tells us, “all we like
sheep have gone astray; we all have turned, everyone, to
his own way.” Yet “God demonstrates His love for us that
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” (Rom.
5:8.) That means, though we may have been running
away from God, thumbing our nose at Him, the Holy
Spirit, whom I call the Hound Dog of Heaven, loves us
enough to pursue us.
Don’t leave me now! So while earthly parents tend to
adopt the least damaged, our Father in heaven seeks the
most damaged of us, without regard for how much we
have sinned, or how big a rebel we have been, or on the
flip side, no matter how self righteous and sufficient we
think we are, to be part of His great adopted family.
Most earthly parents adopt one or two by selection and
pedigree. But our Lord accepts us all without regard of
our pedigree. The difference is that while He invites us all
to be His children, we have to accept His adoption. By
accepting adoption into His family, we put ourselves
‘under new management.’ Will you let Him be the Lord
of your life or are you going to continue to do it your way
and take your chances? Too much at stake! So the ball is
in your court to make the call. Don’t make that choice
based on your feelings or your good works but on what
the Bible says.
How great it is to get yourself off your hands into His
Hands. He takes us just as we are (good news). But the
Lord won’t leave as we are (better news). He adopts us
into His family and His love cleanses us from all the accumulated crud and changes us from the inside out into
new persons. When you realize in a small way just how
much He loves you, enough to die for you, you will wonder, “why did I wait so long?”
Hope to see you in Charleston! God bless you and
Straight Ahead! — Chaplain Dusty

Orion at Charleston in the mid-70s
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Remembrance of Howard L. "Doc" Cure
From Wayne Frazier
February 21, 2008
I had an extra ordinary morning! Just arriving at work
to a call that my friend Doc Cure had passed away. Just
the day before we had enjoyed a rainy day lunch together
at DZ Atkins Delicatessen, in La Mesa. Doc said it was
his first time to dine
there. We were delighted to find a
parking space right at
the front door, which
is a special treat at
that
location.
I
laughed as he chided
me for eating so fast
as he methodically
worked on his corned beef sandwich and potato salad.
He would have been 94 in a month. I went by his
apartment to take care of things, files as neat as could be,
everything in its place, marked and noted. I removed his
Navy photo and his Navy First Class chevrons from the
wall above his desk, and placed them together with his
official discharge certificate, still in its original leather
case.
Doc was a plank owner on the USS Orion (AS-18), an
original crewman onboard when she was commissioned
30 September 1943 and when she left the Oakland yards
and got underway for Pearl Harbor 23 November
1943. He served aboard her throughout the remainder of
the war, mostly berthed in Perth Australia, where he
maintained and installed the cipher code machines and the
communication codes books in our ships and submarines.
He chuckled and told me; “My ‘cover’ was that I was
a typewriter repairman, but that didn’t last long. I was the
only ‘Gob’ (enlisted navy man) who left the ship with an
armed Marine escort and his own jeep.” He loved to tell
of how Captain Isgrig had to ask for his permission in
order to enter his space on the ship.
A funny story of him being onboard a submarine installing a code machine before their departure, when he
felt the boat cast off. He went to the captain and informed
him that he was classified and couldn’t go along, and the

captain reluctantly returned him to the pier. I’d thank him
regularly for his service and the fact that I did not have to
learn to speak Japanese.
I boxed up his Newton Iowa High School Diploma and
his class ring, remembering a time a few years ago when
he and I were on the phone and I Googled his name. To
my utter amazement I found his name online, and a copy
of his high school yearbook, pictures and all. Brings back
fond remembrances of his family stories; his uncle the
‘Popcorn King,’ and a family railroad car photographic
studio, his school friends, and motorcycle rides around
Newton.
As I looked at his marriage certificate and pictures of
Lucile, I remembered how he waited for her while she
recovered from rheumatic fever so they could marry. Of
cleaning typewriters in a hotel bath tub for gas money to
get home after an unsuccessful sales trip. When he
shipped out from Oakland in ’43 he gave Lucile a grid
map of the Pacific. In each square he placed a letter of the
alphabet, it was their secret code to avoid the U.S. Navy
censors. When he wrote; he’d tell her he’d seen “uncle X”
and she would use the first letter of the name to find out
where he was on the grid map. When she realized he was
in Perth she made contact thru her company channels with
the Maytag distributor in Perth. So Doc had a family in
Perth who took exceptionally good care of him when he
was off duty.
As I removed his signature bolo ties from the closet
belt rack it brought to mind his stories of traveling the
western states for Underwood Typewriter training salesmen, driving by day and teaching class at night. He had a
nice collection of bolo ties before he quit the road and
started his office machine business in La Mesa. I smile
and I remember a quiet lovely humorous man, dressed
neat as a pin with a bolo tie around his neck.
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Taps
Albert Sequin
VIRGINIA BEACH – Albert J. Sequin, 87, passed
away March 2, 2008, at home with his loving daughter,
Connie and nurse and friend, Julie by his side. He went to
be with his Lord and his loving
wife of 59 years, Stella, and their
son, Father Ron Sequin formerly
of Richmond Catholic Church and
brother, Jimmy Sequin, formerly
of Macon, Ga.
“Big Al,’’ as he was affectionately known, proudly served in
the U.S. Navy as a first class carpenter’s mate during World War
II and was a recipient of numerous awards and citations. After 20
years of military service, Big Al
retired and transitioned into civil
service to continue serving as a Norfolk Naval Base police officer. After retiring, he chose to continue serving as
a volunteer for 16 years at Sentara Bayside Hospital and
was a member of the 20th Chapter of the Disabled American Veterans for 25 years.
A celebration of life was performed at the Disabled
American Veterans Hall in Virginia Beach, Va.
* * *

Thomas L. Davis

Thomas L. Davis, FC3, 4th Div., 1943-46, passed
away April 6, 2008, He suffered from Alzheimer’s.
* * *

George A. Gaudreau

George A. Gaudreau, RM3, 6th Div., 1944-45, passed
away Sunday, June 29, 2008, at the V.A. Medical Center
in Providence, R.I.
Mr. Gaudreau was a steamfitter and sixty-one year member of
Plumbers and Pipefitters UA Local 77, New Bedford, Mass., and
Local 51, Providence, R.I., retiring in 1985. A World War II Navy Veteran, he served aboard the
USS Orion (AS-18). He was a
member and past Commander of
the Disabled American Veterans,
Chapter 7, New Bedford, and the
American Legion Post 303,
Swansea, Mass.
Burial was in Massachusetts National Cemetery,
Bourne, Mass.
* * *

Celia Magnifico

Celia Magnifico passed away July 11, 2008. She was
the wife of shipmate Orlando Magnifico, 1946-48, ME2,
11th Div.

From the Star and Bull, March 16, 1956
Chosen as our STAR and BULL Sailor for this
week’s issue is A. J. Sequin, DC1, of the 11th division. Sequin hails from St. Albans, Vermont.
Sequin joined the Navy in Springfield, Mass. on
13 November 1939, and was sent to Newport, R.I.
for his initial Navy training. After “boot,” Sequin
was sent to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, where he reported aboard the USS ARKANSAS for duty. He
was on the ARKANSAS for four years, and left a
First Class Carpenter’s Mate.
Upon leaving the ARKANSAS, Sequin went to
duty in the Amphibious Force and on the USS DIPHA (AKA 59). The DIPHDA was put into commission at Kearney, N.J., and after easing her way
through the Panama Canal, proceeded on to Pearl
Harbor. At Pearl, she loaded up with supplies prior
to taking part in several invasions of the Pacific
Campaign. Included in these were the New Guinea
invasion, Philippine invasion, and the big one at
Okinawa.
After the end of the war, Sequin left the service
in November of ’45. But, like a lot of other men
who went out of the Navy after the end of the war,
later decided the Navy was a better go, and came
back in.
Sequin reenlisted as a CM2 in September, 1946,
and went to the MONA ISLAND, a small craft fleet
tender. After a year board the MONA ISLAND,
Sequin put her out of commission at Norfolk, Va.
Sequin was with the reserve fleet in Norfolk for
a year after decommissioning the MONA ISLAND,
and after putting in a request for New London,
served there in the reserve fleet also.
This bring us up to 1949 when Sequin came
aboard the “Can Do” for 11 months, before returning to New London for a 2 year tour of shore duty.
Sequin made first class while on this duty. After
shore duty, Sequin returned to ORION in 1952, and
has been serving aboard the mighty “O” since. Sequin has nothing but praise for the ORION, and has
liked his duty aboard her very much.
Our Sailor of the Week makes his home in Norfolk with his wife, Stella, and two children; Ronnie,
8, and Connie, 19 months.
Sequin is proud to wear the eight ribbons that he
is authorized to war. Numbered among these ribbons are the Asiatic-Pacific Campaign, Navy Good
Conduct (5 awards), WW II Victory Medal, Philippine Liberation, American Defense, American
Campaign, European-African Campaign, and the
National Defense Ribbon.
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Charles Reig
Frank Laudano

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Bevins

USS Orion
Reserve Detachment 101
Eleven shipmates from Orion 101 gathered June 21 at Admiral Fife
Navy Park, in Stonington Conn. for their annual picnic. Also attending
was Carl Clausen who served aboard Orion as R-5 Division Officer,
1964-1966

Photos by Jean Anderson HMC
Daryll Callicut and granddaughter
Jaelyn

Edward Hedrick

John Kapusta

Carl Clausen, Mark Bevins and Frank Tessier

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Slavtcheff

Carl Clausen and Vicki Hutchinson
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Hail to the Chief
The rank of the Chief Petty Officer was established in
the Navy on April 1, 1893, with Masters-at-Arms, Boatswain's Mates, Quartermasters, Gunner's Mates, Machinists, Carpenter's Mates, Yeomen, Apothecaries, and Band
Masters serving as the first Chief Petty Officers in the
U.S. Navy.
One hundred years later, on April 1, 1993, then-Chief
of Naval Operations ADM Frank Kelso II said, “The example set by Chiefs for the last century inspires our
young men and women of today. Indeed, what Americans
see in our impressive young sailors is the tradition of devotion and dedication the first Chiefs established with
their sacrifices and valor.”
These Chiefs serve every day as role models to thousands of future Navy and Marine Corps officers, providing the standard of excellence in leadership we should all
expect from our superiors.
There is a common tale about the critical role of Chief
Petty Officers that has roots back to the days of ADM
William “Bull” Halsey, Class of 1904, Fleet Admiral and
Commander of the Third Fleet during the Pacific War
against Japan. At the end of World War II, legend has it
that the city of Los Angeles had a ceremony on the steps
of the county courthouse to honor their home town hero,

At the movies in March, 1945

which included a line of sideboys. According to the story,
the sideboys were all active duty and retired Chief Petty
Officers who had served with ADM Halsey. ADM Halsey
approached one of the retired Chiefs, and they winked at
each other. At a cocktail party later on in the evening, one
of the guests at the event asked the Admiral about the
wink he shared with the Chief.
The story says that ADM Halsey explained, “That man
was my Chief when I was an Ensign, and no one before or
after taught me as much about ships or men as he did.
You civilians don’t understand. You go down to Long
Beach, and you see those battleships sitting there, and you
think that they float on water, don't you?” The guest replied, “Yes sir, I guess I do.”
To which ADM Halsey stated, “You are wrong. They
are carried to sea on the backs of those Chief Petty Officers!”
As we honor the 115th birthday of the Chief Petty Officers, please take a moment to reflect upon the significance of those fouled anchors and the years of experience,
wisdom, and deckplate leadership they represent.
YES, HAIL TO THE CHIEF! “We can't change the
winds but we can adjust our sails.”

Star and Bull , Feb.19, 1944

