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     The 2009 reunion is scheduled for Tuesday, October 13, to Saturday, 
October 17, 2009, at the Hotel Arizona, located right downtown at 181 
W. Broadway next to the Tucson Convention Center. It is 1/2 mile from I
-10 and 9 miles from the airport. You can check it out on the web at: 

www.thehotelarizona.com 
      Rooms are $89.00 per day and include a full American breakfast. 
There is free covered parking and complimentary airport shuttle service 
6:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. (Call hotel upon arrival and the hotel will pick 
you up). There are no facilities for RVs. 
     Sept. 13, 2009 is cut-off date for making reservations; after 9-13-09 it 
is on an availability basis only. 
      I will notify you later regarding the tours and itinerary. 

 ð Best Regards, Fil and Elda Islas 

2009 Reunion to Be Held in Tucson, Arizona Oct. 13-17 

     George August Waibel was born Oct. 26, 
1922 in Hermann, Mo. He died Nov. 9, 
2008 in Murrieta, Calif. 
     He served in the Navy for 21 years and 
was assigned to USS Orion in May 1943 
while the ship was under construction. He 
worked at the California DMV for 16 years 
and later ran a consulting service for the 
DMV. 
     Waibel was instrumental in bringing 
about the first reunion in 1988 in Long 
Beach, Calif. He continued to be newsletter 
editor, treasurer and jack of all trades until 
the Denver reunion where the organization 

incorporated and Duane Conger was elected 
president. Waibel was elected president 
again in 2001 in Minneapolis and served for 
two years.  
 

     Services for George Waibel were at 
12:30 p.m. Friday, November 21 in Christ 
the King Lutheran Church in Fallbrook, Ca-
lif. 
 

     Annie asks that memorials for George be 
made to the American Lung Association. 
 

     Cards can be sent to Annie Waibel at 
28837 Via Playa Del Rey, Murrieta, CA  
92563. 

A couple of subs in Charleston 
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Holiday Greetings From the Dulaneys 
 

Dear Shipmates and Friends: 
     As this Holiday Season approaches our thoughts turn to the true meaning 
of Christmas especially now do we all recognize our many blessings. We per-
sonally welcome the opportunity to 
thank everyone for your courteous co-
operation as extended to us throughout 
the year. 
     In the beauty of the Christmas Sea-
son we remember happy times with 
friends, those who are near and those 
far away. Significant is our privilege to 
pause and acknowledge in thought of 
the many blessings that have come our 
way. 
     Our sincere wish for the New Year 
is that together we will strive for a 
greater understanding, good will and 
peace ï that your share in the deep and 
abiding joys of life may be abundant. 
May you find new hope and happiness, as the seasonôs brightest blessings 
come to you and those you love. 
     May your Holiday Season be Merry, with the New Year overflowing with 
Happiness . . . Good Health and Prosperity. 

Sincerely, Aliff and Jack Dulaney 

     Hi to all you shipmates: 
     I would like to thank Tom Pieper and Rich Sager and 
their wives for the great reunion they put on. This was 
my 9th one and I must say the very best I have attended. 
     It was so great how you all honored us two old 
plankowners and made us feel so great. Iôm sure Dusty 
would agree. 
     I am very thankful to my children for making me go. I 
had a great time and it did me so much good to be there 
and see some of the great friends that we have met at 
other reunions. It was also great to meet the new ship-
mates that came for the first time, hope this will encour-

age others to come. 
     Thanks loads to Bob Geraci and his group for the great entertainment. 
Thanks to Sunshine for making an old plankowner feel a little bit younger 
again. 
     Thanks again for all the thoughtfulness and looking out for us old 
plankowners. Lord willing I will see you all in Tucson in 2009. 

     Truly yours, Truman Sieck, 1943-46, S1/c, 3rd Div. 

WW II veteran Bill Graham, 1944-46, S1/c, and 
daughter, Mollie relax in the Hospitality Room. 

The Peckinpaughs 
 show off plaque 
Presented to them 
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     It is difficult to accept, but my broken hip has left me 
with a walker to get around. I enjoy the newsletter and 
wish that I could be with you in Charleston. Maybe next 
year. ð Milan B. Dady, 1943-45, RTC2, 12th Div. 
 

*    *    * 
     I remember the good days in Fremantle when our subs 
were returning from a war patrol. I was the engineer on a 
motor launch. We loaded up with fresh fruit and mail and 
met the sub out in the outer harbor before she tied up 
alongside Orion. The most dreaded words we could hear 
was one of our subs was overdue and presumed lost with 
all hands. 
     The USS Harder was a boat we met many times in the 
outer harbor. It was a stunning loss. To this day I get 
goose bumps when I read about Capt. Sam Dealey and the 
Harder crew. Sam Dealey was awarded the Congression-
al Medal of Honor plus many other medals for his bril-
liant service. There is a memorial in Texas called Dealey 
Square named for him. The late president J.F.K. was shot 
and killed there. 
ð Andrew Wappel, 1943-46, MoMM3, Engineering 
Div. 

*    *    * 
      I had originally written a short story of my duties 
aboard Orion. Being an original plankowner aboard AS-
18 I can recall waiting in Mare Island for the super struc-
ture to be finished, leaving for Pearl Harbor in Nov. 1943. 

I remember very well returning to the States through Pan-
ama Canal and anchoring in New York where I was even-
tually discharged. 
     For a young man of 18 when being enlisted and boot 
camp at Farragut, Idaho, the whole experience and entire 
career aboard Orion will never be forgotten. Making new 
friends (and some not so good) brings back many memo-
ries. I was 84 at the end of August. Iôm in pretty good 
shape, play golf 2-3 times a week and enjoy every day. 
The crew list published in the Scuttlebutt is getting small-
er in 1943 to 1946 category. 
     My best wishes to all my mates, especially anyone still 
around from 3rd Div. 

ð Elmer White, 1943-46, Cox (T), 3rd Div. 
 

*    *    * 
     I was on Treasure Island waiting for the ship to be 
built. I went to San Diego on the shakedown cruise, then 
went to Hawaii and on to Australia. I was the Head Cook 
on the ship, in charge of the galley. 

ð J.B. Tinsley, 1943-45 SC/1, Commissary 
 

*    *    * 
     After entering the Navy in 1944, it took me four 
months before I was stationed on Orion. Five weeks of 
boot camp, then Norfolk, boarded a ship, went through 
the Panama Canal, crossed the Pacific to New Caledonia, 
then a Navy base in north New Guinea (Dutch held is-
land) and on to Brisbane, Australia. Then Sidney, Mel-
bourne, Adelaide, crossed the desert and finally reached 
Fremantle at the end of June or first of July, 1944. 
     While we were stationed at Mios Woendi, north of 
New Guinea, we were called to General Quarters for sev-
eral hours when Japs were reported coming down from 
the north. They were repelled and returned back north. 
     I was first loader on a twin 40 mm. That was quite an 
experience. 
     We were returning to Hawaii late September 1944. We 
had an escort with us. This was the only time we had an 
escort destroyer, I believe. It detected a Jap sub. We were 
told to get the hell out. We did. The destroyer threw out 
depth charges and sank the sub. 
     We continued on to Pearl Harbor. This was also quite 
an experience. 
     The USS Orion (AS-18): A great ship, great shipmates,  
and great area in my life. 
     The bad part was when Orion was decommissioned, 
September 1993. I was at the decommissioning. 

ð Bill Graham, 1944-46, S1/c, 1st Div. 
*    *    * 

     It was around August of 1944, we were cruising up the 
coast of New Guinea. It was darken ship, no running 
lights, no nothing. 
     I was standing gun watch on #1 40 mm, starboard side 
of the bridge. All of a sudden, the shipôs horn blasted, 
running lights came on and hard left rudder. I looked 
down and saw two LCIs about 20 feet from us. That was 
close. ð Wally Wade, 1943-46. S1/c, 3rd Div. 

Shipmate Notes From World War II 
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Chaplain Dusty 
 

Whatôs Happening Around Here, Anyway! 

     The Charleston, S.C. location, with its beauty and 
history set the stage for our recent reunion, has to go 
down as one of the best. Peeps and Sags and spouses did 

an excellent job planning and setting it 
all up for us to enjoy. Our time togeth-
er was enhanced by the influx of new 
Orionites from the more recent past. 
Eight or more first timers (with their 
wives) who served in the fifties into 
the late seventies. Welcome and sure 
glad some of you are retiring and fill-
ing in the gap. 
     Only two plankowners present 
(Truman Sieck and me.)   I guess we 

are an endangered species. Anyway, our retreat numbers 
were getting smaller so your coming on board was like 
new, fresh blood being pumped into the OVHO. I say all 
this because the USS Pelias, an older tender, decommis-
sioned in the seventies, I understand, had to discontinue 
their reunions because the older group gradually died out 
and no new attenders took hold. 
     Our prez, Jack Dulaney, did his usual great job of 
steering our little group safely through the waters of an-
other year. Of course, Peckinpaugh and CEO Mary are 
the heartbeat of our group, keeping us alive and vital by 
the famous Scuttlebutt which  continues to do a quality 
job pumping information to over 600 on the Orion mail-
ing list. 
     Chaplain Dusty resigned for the fourth time. But 
good news: Prendy is still in training, showing up at the 
monastery three days a week. Did I get it right, Jack?     
Hope you are ready to take my place next year. Hey, Iôm 
getting old! Cômon, get with it!     
     I need to comment on the death of founder of OVHO 
and its first president who started it all in 1988 and was 
our prez for a number of years, George Waibel. We Ori-
onites certainly pay tribute to him who started and nur-
tured us along. Thank you, George, we remember and 
will certainly not forget Annie, your faithful wife.      
     And hooray, the next retreat is west é go west, young 
man!  In Tucson é even though Tucson doesnôt have an 
ocean!  Thanks, Phil Islas, for taking on this enterprise.  
Iôm just 500 miles straight north of you and willing to 
help any way I can. You guys from the East will be com-
ing into rough and burly country so get your cowboy 
boots on and do your pushups é cause we are tough 
dudes out here in the wild west.   
     Well, I do have a thought for you to read and digest it 
real well.  
     I was preachunô last Saturday night to a groups of guys 
at the rescue mission. Most had dropped the ball as far as 
their lives were concerned. So I used an illustration I 
picked up somewhere that should be an encouragement to 
all of us é so here goes! 
     I had a dollar bill that I showed to them. It was new, 
well, nearly new. I said, ñHow much is it worth?ò They 
replied it worth a dollar. This dollar bill signifies how we 

all got started. Brand new, no creases or such. Then I said, 
ñSome of us messed up our lives.ò And I wadded it up a 
bit and threw it down on the floor. Then I picked it up, 
straightened it out and said ñHow much is it worth now?   
They replied still a dollar. Then I really nearly ruined that 
dollar by crunching and wadding it and flinging it to the 
ground, stomping on it. I said, ñSome of us have really 
screwed up our lives, by getting into drugs, porn and alco-
hol, have lost our families and now living on the streets.  
Then I stooped down and picked it up, finally got it 
straightened out é what do you know!  Its value had not 
changed. Our culture counts us as zero and places no val-
ue on us. But the Lord reaches down and picks us up and 
tells us we are of great value to Him. 
     There are times any of us can feel discouraged, sorry 
about some incidents in the past because we made some 
bad turns and count ourselves as having no value. But our 
Lord sees great value in us still and will take us as we 
are if we will surrender our lives to Him. But He wonôt 
leave us like we are but make our hearts new, put us 
back together again and say, ñWalk with Me and I will 
lead you into a new life.ò He loved us before we loved 
Him. 
     And you know what? é He does just that! 
     Thatôs all I got to say about that! 
           God bless and Straight ahead ð Chaplain Dusty 

Looking for Shipmates 
     I am writing to you on behalf of my husband, Lynn S. 
Anderson. He now resides at an assisted living home in 
Rochester, Minn.  
     He served in the Navy for 17 years and ran a family 
business (pre-cast concrete and wrought iron products) for 
approximately 35 years.  
     He was a very proud and talented man so now it is ex-
tremely difficult to see him struggle to do simple tasks. 
He has always talked highly of the years he served and of 
his experiences and travels. He loves to talk about his past 
and remember his experiences and to show off many of 
his pictures. If you know of anyone who remembers him 
or served with him, I know he would greatly appreciate 
any correspondence.  
     Address is: Lynn S. Anderson, 1900 Ballington Blvd., 
NW, #323, Rochester, MN 55901. ð Judy Anderson 

     It appears that Operation Enduring Service has 
come to an end. The last of the ships that Ward Brewer 
had wanted, USS John Rodgers (DD-574), has been sit-
ting at a pier in Mexico for over 18 months, has accu-
mulated over $2.5 million in fines and fees and will 
most likely be scrapped. 
     According to an article by Kit Bonner in Sea Clas-
sics, Ward Brewer ñdid not understand the dynamics of 
ship movement or the fact that FEMA/State Emergency 
Services Agencies would likely object to a private con-
tractor interfering with their work.ò 
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Taps 

Robert Arant, Jr. 
     Robert Arant Jr., 1944-48, CWO-2, 1951-53 CWO-4, 
4th Div. Officer, died on May 3, 2005. He was the host of 
the 1991 reunion in Charleston. 

ð Dorothy Arant 
*    *    * 

William S. Ballard 
     William S. Ballard, 1957-59, EM1, passed away on 
August 1, 2008. He had Alzheimerôs for 11 years. He 
fought a hard battle.  

ð Nancy Ballard 
*    *    * 

Billy Burke 
     Frank Marchal reported that Billy Burke passed away 
in September 2008. He was aboard 1952-53 as an ME2 in 
Repair. 

*    *    * 

Edwin J. Krempecke 
     Edwin J. Krempecke, 1949-51, IC2, EM Div. passed 
away in March 2008. 

ð Katrine Krempecke 
*    *    * 

Edward Latrany 
     It was reported that Ed Latrany 1944-46, S1/c, 3rd 
Div. passed away on November 4. He was the host of the 
1992 reunion in Sandusky. 

*    *    * 

David S. Smith 
     Mr. David S. Smith, originally from the Cleveland ar-
ea of Ohio, and late of Virginia Beach, VA passed this 
morning (Friday, October 3), peacefully in his sleep. He 
was 83 years old. 
     He was a proud plankowner, and had attended the de-
commissioning and at least one reunion. His daughter 
Laura and I have preserved many items from his time 
aboard Orion, and hope to donate them as a collection to 
a naval museum at some point. 
     Both before and after his Navy service, he enjoyed 
sailing on Lake Erie. He was a former Commander of his 

John N. Mariscotti 
     John N. Mariscotti, age 76, of California, Pennsylva-
nia, died Friday, October 24, 2008. John and his wife Ire-
ne were co-hosts of the 2000 reunion in Philadelphia. 
     Born on Thursday, January 14, 
1932, in California, Pennsylvania, 
he was the son of Tony Mariscotti 
and Oda (Giovanardi) Mariscotti. 
     He was an agent for State Farm 
Insurance for more than 45 years. 
     He was a true humanitarian who 
loved to talk and visit with his 
friends daily in his office. 
     Although he was lucky enough to 
see many different places in the world, he thought that 
Southwestern Pennsylvania was the most beautiful. 

     Left to cherish his memory are: his wife of 50 years, 
Irene (Jeney) Mariscotti; daughter, Carla K. Mariscotti of 
Hummelstown, Pa.; son and daughter-in-law, Tony and 
Kim Mariscotti of California, Pa.; and his beloved grand-
children: Enzo Mariscotti and Gabby Mariscotti. Also 
surviving are his sister, Loretta Trumpka of California, 
Pa.; several cousins, and numerous nieces and nephews. 
     A Mass of Christian Burial was held in Saint Thomas 
Aquinas Roman Catholic Church, California, Pa., with 
Father Vincent Gigliotti and Father George Moneck as 
the co-celebrants. 
     Entombment followed in the Chapel of Peace Mauso-
leum, LaFayette Memorial Park, Brier Hill, Pa. 
     In lieu of flowers, the family requests contributions be 
made to Donnell House Hospice Facility, 10 Leet Street, 
Washington, PA 15301.  

American Legion Post, a member of the Cleveland Grays, 
SAR, Founders and Patriots, and a Masion. He was de-
scended from David Bushnell, builder of ñThe Turtleò 
and Ethan Allen. 

ð Miles Lumbard 
*    *    * 

Albert Stairs 
     Frank Marchal reports that Albert Stairs, 1950-54, 
ME2, 11th Div., died Sept. 2008. 

*    *    * 
From Claude Blackwell, 1965-67, MMCM, M Div.: 
     Wife Helen passed away March 11, 2008. 

*    *    * 
From Harvey Duchateau, 1951-55, ME3, 11th Div. 
     My wife, Bonnie passed away April 3, 2007, We were 
married for 53 years. 

*    *    * 
From George Shaffer, 1943-45, SK1, Supply Office: 
     My wife passed away on July 7, 2008. We met at the 
St. Patrick Canteen when Orion docked at Staten Island, 
December 1945. We were married October 23, 1948. It 
would have been our 60th anniversary. 


