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Bring the Family — Let’s Have Fun
I would like to invite you to attend this year’s reunion
Sunday, September 11 through Thursday, September 15
at the Drawbridge Hotel, 2477 Royal Drive, Ft. Mitchell,
Ky., right off I-75. They have a complimentary shuttle to
and from the Greater Cincinnati
(CVG) airport. Continental breakfast
is included. Check out the website at
www.drawbridgehotel.com.
1-800-426-3741 for reservations
The rate is $81 a night plus tax.
Please use the code: USSO for the
special rate offer when you make your
reservation. The deadline for hotel
reservations is August 12, 2011.
The hotel has also agreed that if
Amber Peters
you want to make a longer visit they
will honor the same rate for 3 days before and 3 days after
the reunion. If you need to cancel, you must contact the
hotel before 6 p.m. the day of your check-in.
Tours are scheduled Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday as follows:
Monday, September 12, 10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
$75.00/person for the day of events
Please join us for the Cincinnati Museum Center at
Union Terminal exhibit Cincinnati Goes To War. We will
have a bagged lunch at 1 p.m. After lunch we will enjoy a
show at Omnimax. All of these events are in the same
location.
After the show we will continue on the bus for a guided tour of Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky that will
include many famous places including the Proctor and
Gamble buildings and old riverboat captain houses. The
tour will also include dialogue about hauntings throughout the area.
Tuesday, September 13, 10:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.
$125/person
We will spend almost the whole day on the river with
plenty of activities to keep us busy. The first activity is a
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surprise but I know everyone will love it. At noon we will
have lunch (which includes a half-liter of beer) at the
Hofbrauhaus, a German restaurant that is sure to give us
some great memories.
Then we will proceed to the beautiful Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption located in Covington, Ky., to attend
a memorial service for shipmates who have passed away.
A tour of this beautiful landmark will be conducted by
Msgr. Neuhaus. The rest of the evening will be spent on
the Ohio River on B&B Riverboats for a dinner cruise.
Wednesday, September 14, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
$50.00/person
Join us for a day of history. We will start the first half
of the day at the National Underground Railroad Freedom
Center. A guided tour of the facility lasts an hour and a
half. Then you are free to explore the Freedom Center at
your leisure until 2:30 p.m. The bus will pick us up to
return to the hotel where I advise you to eat a good and
hearty lunch/dinner.
Wednesday, September 14, 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
$50.00/person
The second half of the day will make you laugh. We
will load the bus at 7 p.m. to go to Showboat Majestic to
see the show titled: 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling
Bee.
Thursday, 6:00-9:30 p.m.
Banquet $35/person
I am leaving this day open to anything you would like
to do on your own. The banquet will be buffet style with
choice of chicken or beef.
Deadline for signing up for tours is August 10
If you are unable to attend after signing up for the
tours, contact me for a full refund.
I look forward to seeing everyone who can make it to
any of the events. If retired military could bring their
Military ID with them that would be great. I have been
told some gift shops give discounts to retired military
with ID. Join us for lots of fun and make memories.

Early Birds

Reunion registrations received by
June 1 will be entered in a drawing for
a prize to be awarded at the banquet.

Get details about all the tours
and sign up today

(50/25/25) Split-the-Pot
Do not bring raffle gifts this year.
We will be selling tickets for this drawing instead.
More details to come.

Check out the new items
available from USS Orion Store
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Notes From Shipmates
USS Orion (AS-18) Veterans
Historical Organization
Founded in 1988 by George Waibel

Tom Pieper
President

3938 Ficus Court
Hamilton, OH 45013
(513) 738-3499
ttp@fuse.net

Captain J. J. Nuss was my C.O. on Orion. I was in 2nd Division as a crane
operator and did weapons when the subs came alongside. We were runner-up
in flag football in 1970 in United States Atlantic Fleet. I also played basketball
for Orion.
Captain Nuss may remember that I got knocked out by a sucker punch
in basketball and Bob Quinn drop-kicked the attacker for me.
Captain Nuss always came to the games and also came out on deck to talk
to us.
Richard Fritz, 1970-72, SN, 2nd Div. Deck Force

Jack Prendergast
Vice President

14 Gerald Ave.
Randolph, MA 02368
(781) 963-2793
jprendergast93@comcast.net

Dave Peckinpaugh
Secretary/Treasurer

4300 E. Maple Manor Pkwy.
Muncie, IN 47302
(765) 284-1746
e-mail: orionvets@comcast.net

Ron “Dusty” Rodes
Chaplain

92 S. Heather Dr.
Nampa, ID 83651
(208) 466-5312
e-mail: rarodes@msn.com

Storekeeper

Larry Snyder
308 Oak St.
Rowley, IA 52329
Phone: (319) 939-3668
e-mail:
rowleyrunner@gmail.com
Auditing Committee
Bob Podgorski
John Bellis

This photo is of
an old shipmate of
mine, Tom Trojan
1961-64, OM3, R-3
Div. He is standing
in front of "our ship"
USS Orion (AS-18).
He was an Opticalman third class. We
worked together in
the same shop. We
also both had apartments in town for our
wives across the
street from each other.
Robert Pritchard
1959-63,
OM2, R-3 Div.

“Mystery Sailor” Revealed
Editors: Dave and Mary Peckinpaugh
4300 E. Maple Manor Pkwy.
Muncie, IN 47302
(765) 284-1746
e-mail: orionvets@comcast.net
The Scuttlebutt is published in
April, August and December by the
USS Orion (AS-18) Veterans Historical
Organization Inc., a non-profit organization, and has no official affiliation
with the U.S. Navy.
Pictures and written articles are contributed by members and depict activities of the USS Orion, its crew members, or persons affiliated with the USS
Orion (AS-18).

Jack
(Prendy)
Prendergast
then and now

Lorraine Pieper correctly identified the “mystery sailor.”
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Chaplain Dusty

Hello Shipmates!
Well, an idea just hit me! There is a lot of concern and
prayers right now for Mary Peckinpaugh. Mary is David’s
“right hand man” who makes the Scuttlebutt possible for
us OVHOers to enjoy. The Scuttlebutt is a great tool we
have going for us to keep us together and informed as
well as recruit new veterans who were part of Orion. I
doubt that many Navy reunions have a communication
tool as effective as we have. How in the world would
Dave pull off all he does for us except for Mary?
Mary, we want you to know that a bunch of us are
praying for God’s powerful healing touch upon your
body. And Dave, we know this is not an easy time for you
and you are included in our prayers, too.
Here’s my idea! The OVHO has been going on for
about 23 years. Cancer is perhaps our most deadly enemy
and is no respecter of persons. Thus we can deduce that
there are veterans and their families on our 600-plus list
who receive the Scuttlebutt and are going through a crisis
whatever it might be!
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Another reason we ought to pursue this path is because
we’ve come along way since 1988, baby! It takes a while
for us to get to know each other since we meet only once
a year. But over the years we are finally beginning to get
to know each other a bit better and maybe some of us are
sensing more of a ‘family feeling’ in our midst. Well, anyway that’s what’s beginning to happen to me. Maybe
I’m just a slow learner.
When that happens, it means we care more about each
other than before. And since we care more about each
other, why not open up our hearts to our brothers and sisters who have never been able to attend our reunions and
encourage them also to share with us their prayer needs as
well as those who are able to make it to the reunions?
I fully recognize that most of us have our church, synagogue, priest or whoever locally that we bring our concerns or crises to and that’s the way it should be. However, there are some among us who have no church to go to
when a crisis happens. Some might just keep their crisis
secret and tough it out alone. That’s not the way to go!
We need each other! No man is an island unto himself!
We need the encouragement and the strength that our care
and prayers can bring to them so no one need feel like
they are alone! Thanks, Mary and David for making your
need known! What you did encourages others among us
to do the same!
If you or your wife or family is going through a crisis
time and could use some real prayer, whether you attend
the reunions or not, you can e-mail me at rarodes@msn.com or write me at 92 S. Heather Dr., Nampa, Idaho 83651. I’ll get the word out and get back to
you! Plus try to get a prayer chain going! What think you?
God bless and Straight Ahead!
Dusty

Taps
Thomas Butts

Thomas E. Havranek

VIRGINIA BEACH — Thomas Emmett Butts, 79,
passed away Nov. 7, 2010. He was born May 15, 1931 in
Mansfield, Ohio.
He retired from the United States Navy after 20 years
of service. He served aboard USS Fulton, USS Orion and
USS Charles R. Ware (DD-865).
* * *
This obituary was sent in by James L. Taylor, Virginia Beach, Va.

1954-55, ME2

My husband, Thomas E. Havranek, passed away January 6,
2011. He served aboard Orion from
January 1954 to May 1955 as ME2
in the Sheet Metal Shop.
– Lucille Havranek
Another obit on Page 4

Lt. L. Wayne Davis
1943-44, Radar Officer

My father, L. Wayne Davis, passed away 2/8/2003.
My mother enjoyed receiving The Scuttlebutt at our address but she too has now passed away.
Both of my parents enjoyed reading it and attending
the reunions when they were able.
Sincerely, William Davis

We Need Your Help . . .
To get the word out about our reunion.
Now is the time to send reunion notices to
your local newspapers and veteran publications.
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Taps
Larry Val Garris
1962-65, BM-3, Div. 1
Larry Val Garris, died July 3, 2010, in Cincinnati Hospice, in Cincinnati, Ohio, after a
long illness. He was born August 25, 1943, in Winchester, in
Clark County Kentucky, to Val
and Effie Mae Brown Garris.
Larry served in the U.S. Navy from 1961 to 1971 on USS
Orion (AS-18) and USS
LaSalle. Larry lived and worked
in many states but made his
home in Ohio for many years
and retired from the Cincinnati
Metro Bus Co. in 2002. Larry
was an excellent vocalist and
musician. He enjoyed playing
and singing bluegrass music
and was in several bluegrass bands throughout his lifetime.
He also enjoyed gardening, reading western novels,
woodworking – especially
making hand-carved walking
canes – and his favorite pastime, genealogy. Larry began
the search for his ancestral
background through extensive research in libraries,
visiting graveyards and historical societies and just talking to the older generations
before there was access to
the worldwide web.
Shortly after the Elliott
County, Kentucky, site was
founded in 2001, Larry became the site administrator
for My Elliott County, Kentucky, Family Branches, a genealogy site dedicated to the preservation of family history for Elliott County. His fellow genealogists had a special tribute award made in his honor stating: “Larry Garris
Appreciation Day, June 26, 2010. This plaque was given
in great appreciation for all you have done to make “My
Elliott County Family Branches’’ website the wonderful
site it is today. Words cannot begin to describe all your
contributions to this website. You have helped to create a
place where we all have a hand in preserving our little
pieces of Elliott County’s vast history for the generations
to come. Thank you, “Big Larry.”
Larry enjoyed meeting and sharing life stories with
everyone he met. He always told a good story and was a
full-of-life man. Larry and his wife, Norma, attended
Hartwell Baptist Church in Cincinnati.
Larry is survived by his loving wife and best friend of
19 years, Norma Jean Oliver Garris.

No permanent repair
facilities for nuclear boats
From Sea Classics, sent in by Dave Bailey
The USS Frank Cable (AS-40) is moored at Sepangar, Malaysia, naval base and is ready to receive
submarines requiring repair and overhaul. She has
just completed a deployment in the Marianas at
Guam for a year. Since the United States no longer
has bases around the world which does save a tremendous amount of taxpayer dollars, the repair ships
are ideal for this task. However, during the height of
World War II, the U.S. Navy had 19 ships dedicated
to submarine repair worldwide.

USS Frank Cable in Sepangar, Malaysia

First customer: USS Houston (SSN-713)

The other submarine repair ship is the USS Emory
S. Land (AS-39), which is located at various ports to
service submarines that are close by and need assistance. Primarily, the Cable and the Land devote their
energies to the Los Angeles-class.
The submarine repair ships have a tremendous
electric-generating plant that can operate 53 specialized shops. It is said, they can actually build a submarine with the proper materials. The Land and Cable are 644-ft. in length with a displacement of
23,000 tons. Their propulsion plant can generate 21kts, and have a crew of 1500.

USS Emory S. Land about to moor

