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Reunion to Be Held in Albuquerque Oct. 9-13
Hosts
R.E.
(Tony) Collins and
BJ Hill welcome
you to “The Land
of Enchantment.”
We have provided
a jam-packed, varied program including both PreTours and Tours (6 days if you count your arrival day).
We’re proud of the unique blend of three cultures found
here. They are the descendants of an ancient Indian civilization, which has resulted in 19 sovereign Pueblo nations;
the Spanish conquistadors, and the American pioneers.
INFORMATION YOU NEED TO KNOW
Weather is “Fickle Fall.” It could be warm, rainy,
cold, and/or windy. Dress in layers. You will need a jacket with hood, gloves, and scarf. Bring a swim suit (indoor
pool). The farewell banquet is Cowboy Casual attire so
leave your suits at home.
Registration: Make your hotel reservation as soon as
possible because the population swells to over 900,000
people during Balloon Fiesta putting hotel rooms at a premium. Best Western in Old Town will hold 60 rooms at
our reunion rate so we need to reserve them NOW. Remember, you can cancel up to 24 hours before the arrival
date.
Transportation: Best Western will provide free transportation within one mile. There are museums (including
the turquoise museum), Old Town, and shopping. If you
wish to go to other museums and venues in town on your
own, the city buses have a $2 all-day pass.
Sandia Casino: You have time Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday evening for fun and dinner. Sandia Resort and
Casino provides free shuttle service to almost all the hotels in town.
Continued on Page 11

RESERVE YOUR ROOM TODAY
Best Western Plus Rio Grande Inn
1015 Rio Grande Blvd. NW
Albuquerque, New Mexico

1-800-959-4726 for reservations
Room rate: $143 per day, does not include breakfast.
Hotel will give 20% discount for the breakfast buffet.
Free shuttle to and from the airport.

PROPOSED SCHEDULE
2012 USS ORION REUNION
Tuesday, October 9 thru Saturday, October 13, 2012
Pre-Tour Monday, October 8 (Arrival)
Pre-Tour Tuesday, October 9
Breakfast, board train to Santa Fe, tour Old Town, lunch
on your own. Take train back to Albuquerque, then dinner
on your own at Best Western or Old Town.
Pre-Tour Wednesday, October 10
Breakfast, board bus for Space Ride to Sandia Peak
(10,400 ft. elevation), lunch at World’s Best Hamburgers
and Milkshakes, visit The National Museum of Nuclear Science, then dinner on your own at Best Western or Old
Town.
Tour Thursday, October 11
Breakfast, tour Albuquerque then on to Kirtland Air
Force Chapel (where we will have our Memorial Service),
lunch and shop on your own in Old Town. Check out turquoise jewelry at The Palms. Then bus leaves for Balloon
Fiesta grounds for dinner at The Pavilion then view special
shapes balloons rodeo followed by fireworks.
Tour Friday, October 12
Breakfast, bus leaves for Native American Cultural Center. Native American dances, museum, turquoise, then Business Meeting at Best Western Hotel and buffet dinner at
Best Western.
Tour Saturday, October 13
Bus leaves for Balloon Fiesta grounds where we have
breakfast at The Pavilion. Visit the Midway, art exhibits,
booths, view Mass Ascension, then return to Best Western.
OPTIONAL TOUR following the Mass Ascension,
leave Best Western by antique car for a two-hour tour of the
train restoration yard. Lunch at the Old 66 Diner, return to
Best Western.
Cocktails in the evening followed by Farewell Banquet.

See full color insert for details on the tours.
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Christmas Greetings
May the peace and blessings of Christmas be yours;
And may the coming year be filled with happiness.
Tom and Lorraine Pieper
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The August 2011 Scuttlebutt just arrived. It is an exceptional edition and in
the tradition of many of the others. Thanks for all the hard work.
I finish my final term as National President of the Navy League in October
2011 and I do hope to be able to attend reunions again in 2012 and beyond.
I still hear from many shipmates for 1982-84 and I see those still in Sardinia
regularly. Great crew – great ship! – Daniel B. Branch, Jr., 1982-84, CAPT.,
Commanding Officer
* * *
I read with interest “The Fifties” insert. I still have my “yearbook” of the
period 1953-55, so I can refer back to some pictures of my shipmates.
Regarding the “In Memoriam” page, I noticed a former shipmate, Donald
H. Meyer had died in 2002. I can see his face clearly now as I write. I was told
he had gotten a promotion that I was supposed to get. I did get one shortly after. Supposedly our names got mixed up – R.H. versus D.H.
Besides the after engine room, I was also in charge of the engineering store
room (ship’s spares), accessed through the boiler room. Funny, I hadn’t
thought of that for years until now. – Richard H. Meyer, 1953-55, END, 2,
After Engine Room, 7-M Div.
* * *
I really enjoyed “The Fifties” edition of the Scuttlebutt. It brought back a lot
of memories.
During hurricane Carol I remember walking out of the radio shack, looking
over the port side and seeing dry land right beneath me. No big deal except we
were underway!
Also when we pulled into Havana the tugs were way late. Capt. Kinsella got
tired of waiting and berthed the Big O without them! That ain’t easy but he did
it without a hitch. – Bill Lavery, 1954-55, RM3, O Div., Radio Central
* * *
I always enjoy the Scuttlebutt. “The Fifties” article was great and brought
back a lot of happy memories. – Hartley Hird, 1953-55, SK2, Supply
* * *
Dear Shipmates:
I have never written a word to you all as I read the Scuttlebutt. I always feel
that I have nothing to share. However, I look back on my time in the service
with mostly fond memories of my time on Orion and the time I shared onboard
with my shipmates in the ET, FT shops, some really great friends. God bless
you all. – Donald Schwartz, 1955-56, FT2, ET, FT shops
* * *
Time passes, but can’t take away memories: Boot camp in 1942. Radio
school in 1943. Ron Rodes, Ken Mysinger and Jerry Dalley boarded the USS
Orion Division 6, Radio Gang. From that time forward, it was: “Dusty Rodes,”
“The FOX Mysinger” and “Cobbs” Dalley. Both Dusty and Fox were my liberty buddies.
After discharge in 1946, civilian life took over.
Over the years our ship’s reunion became a way to meet again with our
spouses.
Dusty’s column in the Scuttlebutt let us know we are shipmates forever.
Calm winds and following seas. – Jerry R. Dalley, 1943-46
Proud Boompa
This photo is of my grandson, Bill Mangan. Bill graduated from the U.S. Air Force boot camp in Texas. He
was awarded his Airman stripes. He already has TOP
SECRET clearance and will go directly to school. To
say I'm proud of Bill would be a gross understatement. You can sleep well tonight knowing that another
man with Pritchard blood will be protecting our country!!— Robert Pritchard, 1959-63, OM2, R-3 Div.
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Notes From Shipmates
By Ray E. Varner
1958-59, EM3, E Div.

In February of 1959 the trip to Port Everglades, Fla.,
was a fun time. I remember Sanford’s Roller Rink and a
girl named “Pat.” When I talk about it my wife of 48
years “Sandy” says: “You should have married her. I
would have been better off!” She deserves a medal!
When I held the reunion for the USS Fulton AS-11 in
Norfolk in 1988 I could hardly find my way around. East
Main Street was gone!
I remember the “Port Hole.” What a dive. 3.2 beer, 50
drunken sailors, fights outside, 1952 Chevy Shore Patrol
trucks pulling up, the ones that didn’t get away went to
the “Pea Farm” then some lost a stripe. What did the Navy think would happen when you had 150,000 sailors,
beer, and only a FEW women. Hey it was all in good fun!
One of my memories of Orion was a first class EM
named Slaughter. He hated “Yankees.” I don’t know how
many times he said to me: “You dumb Yankees don’t
know anything.” He was from Shenandoah, Virginia, and

Charlie Kelly
1925-2009

Charlie
Kelly’s
memory will live on
through the many
people
he
has
touched over a 60year span of giving
tours of New England.
Charlie was one of
the most patriotic
people you would
ever meet. He fought
for our country during World War II and
really knew what
freedom was all
about.
We will say a special prayer for Charlie on every Thanksgiving and toast to
him on each July 4th.
Charlie will be in
our hearts forever.
* * *
Charlie was our guide in Boston at the 2004 reunion.
Everybody is always asking about him and I wasn’t able
to contact him.
I finally found his daughter’s address and phone number. She informed me of his passing.
— Jack Prendergast, 1955-56, MR3, R-2 Div.

me being from New Jersey. I wanted so bad to tell him it
was not my fault that Lee surrendered to Grant at Appomattox, but I knew I would end up down in the bilges doing a clean up or replacing some brushes in one of the
exciters instead of going home for the weekend. When I
was on the Orion I was “in love” and my “love” ended up
married to a soldier. Happily I met Sandy.
I rode up to New Jersey a couple of times with Captain
Brown. He would pick me up outside of the D&S Piers
gate . . . the reason — if Don Newton (from Sayerville,
N.J.), or Timothy Sullivan YN2, Bayonne, N.J., would
have found out they would have “busted me” till the cows
came home and you being from Indiana, you know how
long it takes sometimes for the cows to come home.
These guys were “real” U.S. Navy genuine “ball busters.”
We had a great bunch of guys on Orion and it was a
wonderful part of my life I will always cherish.
P.S. Billy Ballard showed me how to cool off a can of
beer, down in the “light shack” with a fire extinguisher.
He was a funny guy. I was sad to hear of his passing.
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4 Cop

USS Orion 50th Anniversary Book
Books are black and white copies of the original.
We can have more copied if we have at least 5 pre-orders.

$26.00

Includes Shipping
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Yes, There Is Someone
What an incredible privilege it was for me to accompany my mother, Alberta, to the USS Orion reunion in
September. From the day my father passed away on June
1st, it became increasingly clear that
she wanted to return to the reunion
since all of you meant so much to her
and Dusty. I’m so thankful she asked
me to attend with her. I thank you for
the kindness you demonstrated to
her. She truly felt your love. I want to
thank you for the way in which you respected my dad’s friendship and ministry to you as your chaplain. It was all
very moving to me. And, thank you
also for the total surprise of asking me
to be your honorary chaplain—a privilege and task I feel
totally unworthy to take on.
“Straight Ahead!” Those words are burned in my
memory, words many of you are familiar with as a signature statement in my dad’s language and in his writings. For him those words were more than a slogan. They described the way in which he took on life, the
way he met challenges along the way. Growing up I constantly saw him ‘man up’ to various obstacles, twists and
turns and ups and downs in life. He wasn’t one to
quit. But, at the same time, he wasn’t bull-headed. He
was humble, teachable, confident and yet sensitive. He
was profoundly influenced by Jesus who was Lord of his

life. ‘Jesus’ wasn’t the label or name tag he wore. ‘Jesus’
was the defining person in his life. For my dad, ‘straight
ahead’ meant following Jesus Christ. There’s security,
boldness and confidence in moving straight ahead if the
one you are following knows where he is going! Dad had
experience in trying to be his own master. It didn’t provide the life he deeply desired. So, when he heard about
the unfailing love of God, he gave himself to discovering
how to follow the Lord Jesus in all things. What an adventure!
Here’s a Bible verse he taught me when I was very
young. “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not
lean on your own understanding. In all your ways
acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.”
Proverbs 3.5-6. ‘Straight ahead’ can happen because God
can make the paths straight. There are a lot of surprises in
life. Plenty of difficulty. Lots of disappointment. More
than enough challenges. Are we really left to make it on
our own with a little help from our friends? Or is there
Someone who is good, wise and loving Who is able to
truly lead us in straight and healing paths? The answer is,
‘Yes, there is Someone.’
So, during this Christmas season, this time of celebration and hopefulness, I bless you with a ‘Straight
Ahead’ blessing: May you come to see and receive Jesus
Christ in such a way that you can move ahead without the
burden of regrets, failures and fears. Peace on earth and
good will to all. — David Rodes, Honorary Chaplain

Taps
Clyde F. Guthrie, Sr.

David and Alberta Rodes at the banquet

Progress Report: Improving
Alberta Rodes fell as she was getting on the plane returning home
from the reunion. She tripped and
smashed her face, bruised her ribs
and broke her foot.
Alberta says she is improving a lot
each week, feels much stronger and
is able to take care of herself pretty
well.

Clyde F. Guthrie, Sr., age 88 of Mt. Vernon, Ind., died
April 12, 2011 at Bethel Manor in Evansville. He was
born October 4, 1922 in Kensington, Ohio, the son of
John and Alvada Guthrie. He married Iris Schaffer on
March 9, 1944.
Clyde had worked as an associate engineer at Babcox
and Wilcox having retired after 42 years of service. He
was a veteran of the United States Navy serving in the
submarine corp. during WW II.
He is survived by his wife Iris and two sons.

Walter E. Knupp
Walter E. Knupp, 73, of Billings, died March 30,
2009.
Mr. Knupp was born Dec. 25, 1935, in Joliet, Ill.
Walter had been employed at the University of Montana for many years prior to his retirement. He was a veteran of the Korean War, serving with the U.S. Navy.
He is survived by five daughters, 12 grandchildren,
four great-grandchildren and a sister.
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Taps
Joseph Greenwell

James L. Largent

1965-66, SN, O Div., Radio Shack

1952-53, MR2

Joseph “Joe” Greenwell passed away peacefully with
his loving wife and son at his side, at
Hospice Niagara on Tuesday, July 19,
2011 at the age of 64. Beloved husband of 42 years to Judy
(Catherwood) Greenwell. Dearly
loved father of Jeffrey (Jennifer)
Greenwell of Welland. Cherished Papa to Jacob and Lucas. Dear son of
Christine and Charles Janes. Dear
brother of Diane (Jonny), Marlene,
Faye, Mona (Danny) and Charles, all of Bardstown, Kentucky. Joe was a member of the United States Naval Forces. He was an avid fisherman and enjoyed traveling and
music but his true love in life was spending time with his
family.
* * *
Joe passed away from the effects of cancer on July
19th. I was so glad we made the trip to Great Lakes with
his buddy Joe Rapier. He was doing pretty good then, but
in January had more pain and further cancer. He just never got back to his old self. I know he loved the Navy and
was proud of what he had done and of course meeting me
in Bermuda where he was stationed was the highlight of
both of our lives. He will be greatly missed by me and his
family, especially his grandkids. – Judy Greenwell

James L. Largent, passed away June
29, 2011. Jim was born January 25,
1932 in Pasadena, where he lived his
entire life.
After 2 years in the Navy aboard
the sub tender, USS Orion, Jim joined
the Pasadena Fire Department. He retired as Captain with 27 years of service.
He then became the Fire Marshal at
the Santa Anita Race Track for 15 years.
He is survived by his wife of 58 years, Dolores (Dee).

Paul H. Hartwell, Jr.
1949-52, EN2, Ice Machines

Paul Henry Hartwell Jr., age 81, longtime resident of
Amesbury, Mass., died October 20, 2011, at Anna Jaques
Hospital in Newburyport.
He entered military service shortly after his graduation, serving with the United States Navy aboard the USS
Orion during the Korean War, from Dec. 13, 1948 to Dec.
8, 1952, and was a member of the American Legion, the
VFW and the USS Orion Veterans Historical Organization.
Mr. Hartwell ran his own business, Hartwell Excavating, and was a member of the Operator Engineers Union,
Local No. 4.
He is survived by his wife of 40 years, Nancy
(Pillsbury) Hartwell.

Raymond J. Tupper
1951-52, LI3, R-5 Div., Print Shop

Raymond “Ray” Joseph Tupper, age 78 died Saturday,
April 9, 2011.
He was born July 23, 1932 in Camden, N.J. Ray was a
Korean War veteran who served in the U.S. Navy from
1950 to 1971. After retirement he joined the United States
Post Office as a letter carrier in San Diego, Calif. He retired in 1991.
He moved to Mustang, Okla. in 2007.

Jaako K. Vaara
ENC (SW) USN, Ret.

Born: 3 March 1939 in Finland
Died: 15 Oct. 2004 in San Antonio, Tex.
He called Texas home. He was buried at the Ft. Sam
Houston National Cemetery. He was pre-deceased by his
son James in 2002.
He served on Orion 1984-86 in M Div. I also served
with him on AS-16 from 1978-80. – David A. Jones,
1984-88, E8/MMCS (SW), Eng. Dept., Log Room

Mark M. Patrlja
ENCS (SW) USN, Ret.

Borrn: 18 May 1957
Died: 17 Oct. 2010 in N. Las Vegas, Nev.
1986-88 in A & M Divisions. I was lucky enough to
have been his Div-O for a few months while he was in A
gang. He is survived by wife and kids. Son Jason is serving in the U.S. Army. – David A. Jones, 1984-88, E8/
MMCS (SW), Eng. Dept., Log Room

Al Lawrence
1945-49

Al Lawrence passed away January 27, 2011. – Judith
Lawrence

D.O. Stuck
1943-45

D.O. passed away Feb. 25, 2011.
* * *
Arlette Carnal passed away after 60 years and 4
months of a very happy marriage. Arlette was a S/Sgt. in
the WACs during WW II.
– Donn Carnal, 1943-45, TMM3, 13th Div.
* * *
Mary Etiopia passed away September 23, 2007.
– Joseph Etiopia
* * *
My wife Candida Roselli passed away August 1, 2011.
– Anthony Roselli, 1945-46, Buglar 1st, QM Div.
* * *
My wife Frances passed away March 27, 2011.
– Frederick Winward, 1950-53, S1/c, 1st Div.
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Thanks for the Memories
By Lorraine Pieper
The 2011 USS Orion Reunion is now history. Amber
promised a good time with several surprises and she delivered on both counts! The days
flew by and were filled from morning till night. Eighty of us enjoyed
the festivities on both sides of the
Ohio River starting by registering in
the large, well stocked hospitality
room. Of course, Prendy and Phil
were there providing their usual banter and never-ending jokes.
On Monday morning, we proceeded across the river to Union
Terminal, the grand old art-deco
style train station turned Museum
Center housing an extensive history of the city, Cincinnati
during the war years, Natural History Museum, Children’s Museum, restaurant, gift shop and Omnimax Theater. After lunch and viewing “Hubble” at the theater, we
went on a guided tour of some of the major sites on both
sides of the river.
Tuesday began with the first of Amber’s surprises, a
ride on the Ducks amphibious boats on the river around
the downtown waterfront. We then marched across the
street for lunch and entertainment at the Hofbrauhaus, the
first one built outside of Munich. Then back on the bus
for a short trip to the beautiful Basilica of the Assumption
in Covington, Ky, which rivals the beauty of Notre Dame
and other famous European cathedrals. After a talk and
brief tour, the memorial service for deceased members
was held; there were 23 on the roll call this year and
Continued on Page 9

One more time — just for Prendy

We Rode the Ducks — We Saw the Peace Bell . . . We Saw the Peace Bell

Amber Peters and John Bellis check out the ride

Here we are all decked out with our “quackers”
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Carl and Carol Clausen, Phyllis and Bob Podgorski

Amber Peters and Ernie Baynum, Joan and John Klena

Harold and Fran Wright, Elda Islas, John Bellis

Left: Richard Mains, Anna Kline, Robert Hackman
Right: Lorraine and Tom Pieper, Glenn and Susan Helbert

Shipmates enjoy lunch at Hofbrauhaus and a dinner cruise aboard the Belle of Cincinnati
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At the Banquet

Front Row: Paul Murphy, John Klena, Gene Plunkett,
Richard Tisdale, David Gallaher, Bob Hendrickson, Ted
Swenson, Ray Johnson, Carl Clausen, Robert Hackman,
Wally Stebbins
Middle Row: David Rodes, Art Mager, Richard Mains,
Dewey Holt, Bob Wolanin, Harold Wright, Tom Pieper,

John & Bernie Filipczak, Bev Prendergast

Ron and Liz Newsam

Dave Peckinpaugh, Jack Prendergast, John Filipczak,
Bob Podgorski, Roy G. Smith
Top Row: Glenn Pierce, Richard Broadfoot, Ray
Cochlin, Ernie Baynum, Regis Donahue, Truman Sieck,
Wayne Ehmen, Bob Collins, Bob Geraci, Filiberto Islas,
John Bellis, Glenn Helbert, Ron Newsam, Larry Snyder

Phyllis and Richard Mains

Truman Sieck and Hilda Jacobsen

John and Joan Klena

Faye Hodgin and Roy G. Smith

Reunion photos provided by: Richard Mains, Art Mager, Ron Newsam, Tom Pieper, Roy G. Smith
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Continued from Page 6
special tribute was given to Chaplain Ron “Dusty” Rodes
by Jack Prendergast.
Later, we returned to the waterfront for a dinner cruise
aboard the Belle of Cincinnati; the weather cooperated all
day and it was a lovely day to be on/around the river.
Wednesday started off with a trip back across the river
to the National Underground Railroad Freedom Center,
again on the waterfront between the Reds’ and Bengals’
stadiums. After a guided tour (everyone said the guide
was terrific!), there was time to spend exploring the center at will. Later that afternoon came Amber’s next surprise. We boarded buses for an unknown destination! She
wanted everyone to experience Cincinnati’s famous chili
so had arranged for us to go to the Newport Elks club
where we were warmly greeted at the door by their members and provided with “3-ways” (chili, spaghetti and
cheese), drinks and homemade desserts. They were most
gracious and even had a camera set up to record each
shipmate’s recollection of time spent on the Orion. They
are going to send a DVD of it to each attendee. When we
returned to the hotel, shipmate Bobby Geraci and his entourage had arrived to provide the entertainment at the
banquet as they had done in Charleston. Of course, he
joined Prendy and Phil in the hospitality room’s ongoing
joke fest. Alberta Rodes and her son, Rev. David Rodes
had also flown in. That evening, we made one last trip
across the bridge to see a play on the historic Showboat
Majestic, a floating theater at the foot of the public landing.
Thursday morning after breakfast (during which Amber provided another local gastronomical delight “goetta,”

Thank You — Newport Elks Club

Filiberto Islas helps Sandi with the entertainment

a German breakfast concoction made of pork, beef, pinhead oatmeal and spices), the annual business meeting
was held. That evening, we gathered for picture taking,
the banquet and the entertainment provided by “Rocking
thru the Ages” featuring Bobby Geraci, Sandy Campbell,
Casey Collins and her husband Bob, who is in charge of
sound, lighting, etc. True to the name of their group, their
repertoire truly spans several generations and included
sing-alongs, dance music and a rousing patriotic tribute.
During intermission, Amber pulled names for several
door prizes and also two names for winners of the splitthe-pot raffle. That seemed to go over well this year in
place of the usual raffle of prizes.
Everyone agreed that it was one of the best reunions
ever and Amber did a great job all on her own. Thanks for
the memories, Amber and hope to see everyone next year
in Albuquerque.

Does a Ship Have A Soul?
The letter in "Snippets" in the July-AugustSeptember issue of Tin Can Sailor by George Lapaire
of USS Walke (DD-723) asking "Does a Ship Have a
Soul?" reminded me of story that Gil Bohannon (of the
USS Torsk Assoc.) told me about the first time that he
visited USS Orion (AS-18) while she was in the (James
River) Ghost Fleet.
He told me that he hadn't set foot on her decks during the (almost) 50 years that she had been active with
the Fleet but that first time he set foot on her decks (to
strip parts for Torsk), he could tell she was a "special"
ship even as she rested in the Ghost Fleet. I would like
to believe that this was part of Orion's "Soul" that he
experienced that day.
I believe every ship that has ever sailed has a soul.
This soul is made up of the parts of the souls of each
member of her crew no matter how long (or short) their
Tour of Duty was on the ship or (for that matter) how
that Tour ended. I believe this extends not just to Warships but merchantmen as well.

Front: Truman Sieck, Tim Amend, Cecelia Amend
Back: Fil Islas, Ray Cochlin, Tom Pieper, Larry Frondorf

In Peace — Rick Watson,
US Navy Storekeeper 1982-1988
USS Orion (AS-18) , USS Barney (DDG-6)
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Minutes Annual Meeting
September 15, 2011
The meeting was called to order by President Tom Pieper.
Bob Podgorski gave the opening prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
President Pieper recognized guests David and Alberta Rodes; first-time
reunion participants Paul and Pam Murphy and David and Deanna Gallaher; plankowner Truman Sieck and wife Hilda, and introduced the members of Bob Geraci’s band, Rockin’ thru the Ages.
David Rodes spoke about his father Dusty and President Pieper announced David Rodes as Honorary Chaplain. Plankowner Truman Sieck
spoke about Dusty helping him through hard times
Secretary-Treasurer Dave Peckinpaugh read the minutes from last
year’s meeting and gave the financial, stores, and membership reports.

Financial Report
General Fund
Beginning balance, Oct. 1, 2010
Income from dues and donations
Expenses
Balance, Aug. 31, 2011

$21,483.33
7,448.01
10,581.61
$18,349.73

Ship’s Store
Beginning balance, Oct. 1, 2010
Income from sales
Expenses
Balance, Aug. 31, 2011

$1,604.01
2,304.14
2,234.52
$ 1.673.63

TOTAL ALL FUNDS

$20,023.36*

*Does not include $1,000 for 2011 reunion startup account
Membership Report
Shipmates on mailing list
577
Paid dues for 2012 and up
293
Deceased since last reunion
23
There was no old business.
Under new business: The chair recognized Amber Peters for her work
on the reunion. Robert Wolanin was also recognized for his Reunion
Guide booklet.
The 2012 reunion, to be hosted by B.J. Hill and Tony Collins in Albuquerque, N.M., will coincide with the International Balloon Festival. The
2013 reunion will be hosted by Harold and Frances Wright in Wilmington,
N.C., and San Antonio was suggested for the 2014 reunion.
It was asked that members taking reunion pictures send them to Dave
Peckinpaugh for the December Scuttlebutt.
Jack Prendergast proposed that we make a donation of $500 to the
Flight 93 Memorial. It was moved and seconded. The motion passed.
Fran Wright spoke about putting together an Orion cookbook and asked
members to send her recipes.
Jack Prendergast suggested that members contact their local newspapers and ask them to print something about the Orion reunions. Roy Smith
mentioned putting a notice on Facebook.
The meeting was adjourned.

Attendees
Coletta Albright
Ernie Baynum and Amber Peters
John Bellis
Richard and Lucille Broadfoot
Carl and Carol Clausen
Raymond Cochlin and Alice Petersen
Regis and Janet Donahue
Wayne and Jean Ehmen
John and Bernie Filipczak
David and Deanna Gallaher
Bob Geraci and Sandi, Kim and Bob Collins
Robert Hackman and Anna Kline
Glenn and Susan Helbert
Bob and Shelva Hendrickson
Dewey and Jean Holt
Filiberto and Elda Islas
Raymond and Peilin Johnson
John and Joan Klena
Art and Carol Mager
Richard and Phyllis Mains
Paul and Pam Murphy
Ron and Liz Newsam
David and Mary Peckinpaugh, Amy Joseph
Tom and Lorraine Pieper
Glenn and Joyce Pierce
Gene and Virginia Plunkett
Bob and Phyllis Podgorski
Jack and Beverly Prendergast
Alberta and David Rodes
JoAnne Ross
Truman Sieck and Hilda Jacobsen
Roy G. Smith and Faye Hodgin
Larry and Lyndia Snyder
Wally Stebbins and Arlene Alercia
Ted and Martha Swenson
Richard and Patsy Tisdale
Bob and Gloria Wolanin
Harold and Francis Wright

Split-the-Pot Drawing
The drawing was a success. Winners were Hilda Jacobsen (at the reunion) and Ted Hack (not in attendance). Both received checks for
$524.00.
Plans are to have the drawing at
the 2012 reunion. We will send out
10 tickets to shipmates with the August Scuttlebutt. If you don’t want
tickets, please let us know and we
won’t send them. They are costly to
print. If you want more than 10 just
let us know how many.
Truman Sieck was the Early Bird
winner. He received one night’s
lodging.
— Dave Peckinpaugh
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Continued from Page 1
Just call their transportation office at (505) 796-7779
at least 20-30 minutes before you want to be picked up
and tell them which hotel.
* * *
Optional Tour to Train Restoration Yard
Participants who have made reservations (you must
reserve by June) will board antique cars (from The Old
Car Club and the VMCCA), for a ride to the restoration
site to see the engine restoration in progress.
There is no fee for the 2-hour hard hat tour but it is
understood that you will make a donation to the Historical
Society on site as well as tip the antique car driver.
* * *
When I finished basic training at Great Lakes Naval
Training Center, I was bussed to Chicago to catch a train
to San Diego. This was the steam engine that pulled the
train and on several occasions, whenever the train had to
make a stop and there was enough time, you could get off
to stretch your legs. I went to the engine and talked with
the engineers and had pictures taken of me beside it. That
machine is unbelievably huge!!!
— R.E. (Tony) Collins
* * *
Indian Pueblo Cultural Center
The Center will be deluged with Balloon Fiesta attendees so the reunion hosts have made special arrangements for our group to have a private tour and lunch.
* * *
Siesta
Remember, you are in the Southwest and everyone
shuts down from 2 to 4 p.m. for siesta. You must get
lunch before 1:30 p.m.

Antique Car Pick-up at the Airport
Arrive in style — call for an antique car to pick you up
at the airport. Cost is $5.00.

Guests
You are encouraged to bring friends and family as
guests. Use the term USS Orion to get the group rate.

Let’s get those 60 rooms booked now!
* * *

Please Help
BJ is recovering from surgery. It would be helpful if
you could let her know how many persons and what
events you plan to attend. The buses must be booked by
January. This is not a commitment to attend but for planning purposes only.
e-mail: twopackards@swcp.com
The reunion may be more costly than previous reunions. Plan for this vacation of a lifetime in “The Land of
Enchantment.”
Sign-up forms with prices and more info will be in the
April newsletter.

Metal

ITEM
W
E
N

License Plate
Holders

12.00

$

plus $6.00 shipping

See
order form
inserted
in the
Scuttlebutt
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Cookbook Planned

New Item Available

Attention all you wonderful cooks!

Do your Christmas shopping
from the safety and convenience of
your home. Check out the order
forms for the USS Orion Store.
Ordering is easy and delivery is
usually in three to five days (except
the jackets which must be embroidered).
I have added a new item to the
store after receiving several inquiries at the reunion about license
plate holders. Some shipmates said we had them a few
years ago. I checked with the company that I have used in
the past and could get them. They are available for
$18.00. This includes shipping.
One of the best ways to promote OVHO is to wear the
gear — jackets, hats, t-shirts, etc. or display the new license plate holder. We have heard many stories of shipmates being stopped on the golf course or at the grocery
store inquiring about Orion.
And just in time for winter the Orion jackets are a
great buy. Copy the form below and send it in with your
check for $80 made payable to USS Orion Store.
— Larry Snyder, Storekeeper

(or used to be cooks)
The Orion Vets plan to publish
a cookbook of favorite recipes and
local cuisine from all over the U.S.
So dust off your recipe box and
choose some of your tried-andtrue best recipes and send them to:
fwrightclgpo@embarqmail.com
or mail them to:
Frances Wright
1404 Canterbury Road
Tarboro, NC 27886
We plan to have the cookbook available at the 2013
reunion. Send as many recipes as you would like – we
need lots! The deadline is October 2012 (at our next
reunion) but try not to wait until the deadline. We
would like to get started on assembling them.
Note: If the recipe calls for a can of fruit please
make sure you indicate how many ounces are in the
can.

Jackets

You can get them in royal blue with white
trim or royal blue with light gold trim, black
with gold trim, black with white trim, black
with orange trim, green with gold trim, scarlet
with white trim, scarlet with black trim or maroon with white trim.
It will have USS Orion in a half circle with
AS-18 in a straight line beneath it on the back.
It will be 2” Tackle Twill lettering on the
back.
It comes in sizes: S, M, L, XL, XXL.
Your name on front, Lettering on back
Jacket color ______________

Trim _______________

Size ________

Name you want on front: ________________________________________
Ship to:
Name _________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________
City ___________________________________ State ______ Zip ________

$

80

Includes Shipping

Send your check to:

Larry Snyder
308 Oak St.
Rowley, IA 52329
——
Make check payable to:

USS Orion Store

