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Inside 

     Best Western Plus Rio Grande Inn is holding a block 

of 60 rooms for the USS Orion reunion until September 

6. The hotel is located at 1015 Rio Grande Blvd. NW and 

is bordered by I-40 to the North, the Downtown District 

to the East, Route 66 to the South, and the Rio Grande 

River to the West. 

     Call 1-800-959-4726 to make your reservation. 

     Check-in is 3:00 p.m. Check-out is 12:00 p.m. 

     Renowned museums are within one mile of the hotel 

and within the complimentary shuttle service radius and 

include: 

     Albuquerque Aquarium 

     ABQ Trolley Co. 

     Ghost Tour of Old Town 

     Rio Grande Botanic Garden 

     Rio Grande Nature Center 

*   *   * 

     The weather in Albuquerque can be warm, rainy, cold, 

and/or windy. Dress in layers. You will need a jacket with 

hood, gloves, and scarf. Bring your bathing suits. Best 

Western features a covered outdoor pool with hot tub. 
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Shipmates Signed Up for Reunion 

David Peckinpaugh 

Tom Pieper 

Glenn Pierce 

Jack Prendergast 

Dennis Rose 

Larry Snyder 

Harold Wright 

Michael Zucker 

     The elevation in Albuquerque is 5,000 feet. Remember 

to bring plenty of sunscreen and wear a wide-brim hat. 
 

*   *   * 

     BJ and Tony have expressed concern that about half of 

the 26 who are registered have not signed up for the bal-

loon venture. “We hate to see anyone come this far and 

not see the 400 balloons. Some have signed up for only 

one balloon venture. On Thursday evening the special 

shapes balloons are lighted but don't even go off the 

ground. The other is the mass ascension on Saturday 

morning, which is completely different.” 
 

*   *   * 

     All event sign-up forms and money should reach the 

hosts no later than September 24, 2012. 
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New Item Available 
 

     I have purchased some gray sweatshirts with an Orion logo. 

Sizes medium, large and extra large are $15.00. The 2XL is 

$18.00. Add $6.00 for shipping. The order form is enclosed 

with the newsletter— Larry Snyder, USS Orion Store  
 

*   *   * 

     I received an e-mail from Bobby, my grandson in the Army. I hate to see 

him leave his family and go to Korea for a year. As we all know, that is part of 

military life. Yesterday I got a phone call from another grandson in the Air 

Force. He is graduating a 10-month school and will be headed for his duty sta-

tion in Hawaii! On his way he is taking leave to get married, then moving on. 

Such is life in the military. I continue to write an e-mail to all my kids and 

grandkids every night. You can sleep well tonight knowing that two of my 

grandsons are protecting you. We slept well for 22 years when my son Bob, 

Bobby's dad was a U.S. Marine. Service to our country is in the Pritchard 

blood!! I'm looking forward to having at least one grandson follow in grandpa's 

footsteps and join the U.S. Navy. I can't be the only naval hero!  

— Robert Pritchard 

1959-63, OM2, R-3 Div., Optical Shop 

 *   *   * 

     Please check the membership dues form that is enclosed in the newsletter 

and make sure that all the information is correct. A mass e-mail was sent by 

President Pieper recently and many were returned as undeliverable. 

     If you wish to continue to receive the Scuttlebutt but are unable to pay at this 

time please check the box and return the form.    

— David Peckinpaugh 

*   *   * 

     Received information from David Bailey regarding the sad fate of John 

Rodgers (DD-574). It has been dismantled and the scrap steel was sent to a 

smelter. 

*   *   * 

     Annie Waibel is recovering from a heart attack she suffered in February. 

Send well wishes and cards to 28837 Via Playa Del Rey, Murrieta, CA  92563 

*   *   * 

     Ken Mysinger convalescing from serious back surgery. 

*   *   * 
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Split-the-Pot Drawing 
 

     We plan to continue the Split-the-Pot drawing. Last year two winners re-

ceived $525 each. Everyone can participate in the drawing which will be held at 

the banquet. Winners need not be present to win. 

     You received 10 tickets in your newsletter. There is a $1.00 donation for 

each ticket. Fill out the ticket stub and return your check and stub to: 

David Peckinpaugh 

4300 E. Maple Manor Pkwy. 

Muncie, IN  47302 

     If you do not wish to participate in the drawing please return the tickets be-

cause they were costly to print. If you did not receive tickets or you wish to pur-

chase more tickets please e-mail orionvets@comcast.net or call (765) 284-1746.  



“Straight Ahead” 
By David Rodes 

 

Honorary Chaplain 
 

     My younger brother and I just finished the second an-
nual “Straight Ahead Ride” in honor of our dad, “Dusty.”  
It was a great motorcycle ride. I logged in just shy of 
2,000 miles, looping up through Glacier National Park in 
Montana, and then back down through the heart of the 
Sawtooth Mountains of central Idaho, and finally back to 
Seattle. What a ride! “Straight Ahead” didn’t always 
mean straight. It meant forward motion, taking the twists 
and turns of incredibly scenic roadways, navigating 
through torrential downpours of rain and hail, and endur-
ing 105-degree weather.  In the total experience we were 
overwhelmed by the magnificent beauty. Overwhelmed 
and renewed. 
     I like to be overwhelmed by beauty. But, to be honest, 
a lot of times I’m overwhelmed by life, responsibilities, 
and difficulties. The road isn’t always straight. It can be 
wearing and discouraging. Where’s the renewal? 
     As I soaked in the beauty of the creation on that ride I 
was drawn to Isaiah 40.28-31. “The Lord is the everlast-
ing God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He gives 
strength to the weary and increases the power of the 
weak. Those who hope in the Lord will renew their 
strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will 
run and not grow weary, they will walk and not faint.”  I 
like that, I need that. I need what God has to give. 
     The only way to be able to move forward, to go with 
gusto “straight ahead” is to have the life of God pulsating 
in us.  This life is in his Son, Jesus. The One who gives us 

 

strength first gives us life. A second chance at life. A new 
life. When we have this Jesus, we have life. And, thank-
fully, this is a life that is renewable! It is God’s Gift to 
any of us when we open our hearts to Jesus. 
     On the morning of my final day of the ride, I stopped 
by the cemetery where my dad was buried. My first visit.  
There was the marker noting that he had served in the 
U.S. Navy during WWII and the headstone which read 
“Straight Ahead.”  He had discovered the way to move 
forward in life. Jesus Christ. What an awesome life, what 
a ride! What a Savior!  

David Rodes on the second annual “Straight Ahead Ride.” 
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Metal 

License Plate Holders 

$$

12.00 12.00 

plus $6.00 shipping 

Send your check  to: 
 

Larry Snyder 

308 Oak St. 

Rowley, IA 52329 

Make check payable to: 
 

USS Orion Store 
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Taps 

Dewey L. Holt, Sr. 
 

1951-55, 7th Div. 
 

     Dewey Lee Holt, Sr., age 79, of Winston-Salem, NC 

passed peacefully into heaven 

on May 5, 2012. He was born 

May 7, 1932 to Burlie and 

Lera Orander Holt of Bassett, 

Virginia. 

     Dewey was married to Jean 

Jackson Holt for 58 wonderful 

years and had three children, 

Dewey Lee Holt, Jr. (Ed) and 

wife Sherry of Goodlettsville, 

Tenn.; Nicki H. Angell and 

husband Mike of Winston-

Salem, NC, and Kate H. 

Holeman and husband Jamie of Roxboro, NC. 

     Dewey retired from R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Company 

with 30 years of service from the Research and Develop-

ment Department as a Mechanical Designer. He graduat-

ed from Forsyth Technical Institute with an Associate 

Degree in Architectural Engineering. He served four 

years active duty in the United States Navy as a Machinist 

Mate. He completed his Boot Camp training at the Bain-

bridge, Maryland Naval Center and served on U.S.S. Ori-

on. Dewey re-enlisted in the United States Naval Re-

serves and retired as a Chief Petty Officer after 30 years. 

     Dewey was instrumental in organizing the local chap-

ter of the Piedmont Triad Chief Petty Officers Associa-

tion and served as President of the National Chief Petty 

Officer Association. He was a lifetime member of the Be-

nevolent and Protective Order of Elks #449, Fleet Reserve 

Association, Chapter 217; USNTC Bainbridge Associa-

tion and American Legion Post #55.  

Thor Feind 
1943-46, 1st Div. 

 

     Thor Feind, 86, 803 W. Leather Ave., Tomahawk, WI, 

died Tuesday, April 3, 2012, at Golden Living Center-

Riverview, in Tomahawk. 

     He was born July 6, 1925, in Tomahawk, son of Henry 

and Agnes (Paszek) Feind. He married Dorothy Weiter 

June 25, 1947 at St. Mary Catholic Church, Tomahawk. 

     Thor was a U.S. Navy veteran, serving in World War 

II. He was employed with Tomahawk Tissue Mill from 

1963 until retiring in 1987. Thor was an excellent rock 

mason, using his skills to build his own home. 

     Survivors include his wife, Dorothy, Tomahawk; two 

daughters, Dorothy “Sis” (David) Jorgensen, Tomahawk, 

and Julie (Arnie) Gasper, Gleason; one brother, Leonard 

“Jim” (Lucy) Feind, Milton, Wash; one sister, Phyllis 

Ouimette, Hazelhurst; seven grandchildren and eight great

-grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his parents; 

a son, Mark, in 1985; a son, John, in 1998; and a grand-

son, Jeff, in 1992. 

Only 5 Copies Left 

USS Orion 50th Anniversary Book 
 

Books are black and white copies of the original. 
 

Send check to: 

David Peckinpaugh 

4300 E. Maple Manor Pkwy. 

Muncie, IN  47302 

$26.00 
Includes Shipping 

John E. Huffman 
 

1975-77, IMCS, R-4 Div. 
 

    This is to let you know of John Huffman's death in Sept 

2011. He was preceded in death by his parents and a 

granddaughter. He is survived by his wife, Kathleen 

(McFadden) Huffman, one daughter, four sons, 10 grand-

children, two sisters, and five brothers. – sent by Tom 

Pieper from our 'Facebook' Reunion site 
 
 

Ben Myers 
 

1944-46, TM3, 13th Div., Gyro Shop 

    It has been reported by his son that Ben Myers passed 

away March 25, 2012.  


