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Sad Time for OVHO With the Passing of Dave Peckinpaugh
By Tom Pieper
OVHO President

It was with great sadness we received news of Dave’s passing. It was
evident at last year’s reunion that he was
not up to par. It took sheer determination on his part to attend; which is just
another example of what OVHO meant
to him.
When he was diagnosed with cancer, everyone hoped
that chemo would help shrink the tumor to make surgery
an option. Other complications developed and that was
not to be.
We all knew he always went above and beyond the
"job description" of being Secretary/Treasurer for our
group. Producing the Scuttlebutt three times a year involved a lot of time in research, editing, printing, etc.
He kept meticulous records of the history of the ship in

addition to keeping track of all financial matters. Everything is labeled and in perfect order.
He and Mary handled all the mail and sent appropriate
letters and cards as needed. Anyone who has hosted a reunion knows that without their assistance in printing and
other areas, as well as their knowledge, it would be an
overwhelming experience.
The same is true for those who serve as officers. They
were always the "go to" sounding board for any and all
questions that arose. They selflessly gave of their time
year after year.
His absence has created a huge void in the administration of the group which will be hard to fill by a single
member. A lot of changes will be necessary and these will
be discussed at the business meeting during the next reunion in September. I hope each of you will consider your
talents and think how you might be a part of a solution.
We offer our sincere and heartfelt condolences to
Mary and her family; their loss is surely greater than
ours. He will be missed by all.

August 7 Is Deadline for Hotel Registration and August 16th for Reunion Events
By Harold and Fran Wright
Reunion Hosts

We would like to invite you
to the 25th Annual 2013 Orion
Reunion that is planned for September 23 through September 26
at the Hilton Wilmington, Riverside, 301 North Water Street,
Wilmington, NC.
A block of rooms has been reserved at a negotiated
rate of $139.00 per night plus tax. If you go to their website, they may be offering a promotional rate for AARP
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Early Bird
Drawing
Reunion
registrations
received by July 1
will be entered
in a drawing
at the banquet.
The winner will
receive one night’s
lodging free.

Wilmington Riverwalk is lined with shops and restaurants

and Seniors. This may be a cheaper rate. They have a
complimentary shuttle from the Wilmington International
Airport from 5 a.m. to 11 p.m. There is a courtesy phone
located in baggage claim.
You can visit their website at www.wilmington.com or
call 888-324-8170 or direct 910-763-5900. The Hilton
overlooks the historic Cape Fear River and is footsteps
See REUNION on Page 5-6
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Butler County’s 2012 Veteran of the Year was
Dean McMillen.
McMillen served as marshal of the Veterans Day
Parade and was honored at a dinner dance at the
American Legion Post 778.
He began his military career by volunteering as a
messenger for air raid drills during World War II. He
rode his bicycle from one station to another, delivering messages during drills to make sure people knew
what to do in case of enemy attack with the phone
lines down.
When he was old enough, McMillen enlisted in the
U.S. Navy during the Korean War. He earned the rank
of petty officer 1st class. He sang in the Navy Blue
Jacket Choir and played on the Navy’s basketball
team before receiving an honorable discharge in 1955.
Dean McMillen
1953-55, MR1, ER Office
When McMillen returned to Butler County, he started his lifelong list of volunteer projects and social activities for veterans and communities.
For the past 15 years McMillen was the commander of the American Legion
Post 219 in Evans City, PA.
McMillen is a lifetime member of the Evans City Volunteer Fire Company
where he has served as a driver.
McMillen is a 20-year volunteer at the Evans City Library, where he is
chairman of maintenance. He has spent more than 8,000 hours volunteering to
renovate the library.

Memories From My Time Aboard Orion
By Roy M. Cleveland
1943, 6th Div.

I was born in Gardendale, AL.
Basic training was in San Diego,
bugle school, then Quartermaster.
I met shipmates and officers from
all of the states and stood guard with
the Captain of the Bridge and Officer
of the Deck.
I was the bugler that blew the colors when they passed the flag at the
commissioning of USS Orion (AS-18)
on Sept. 30, 1943. That was my most
memorable day in the Navy.
I was a bugler until I got brass poison in my lips and I couldn’t blow the
bugle any more. I transferred to Q.M.
Dept.
I also served on the John R. Pierce
(DD-753) until discharge.
I am proud to be a plankowner of
the USS Orion. I was aboard Orion
when she was commissioned and also
when she was decommissioned in
Norfolk in 1993.
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USS Orion and USS Midway
By Marcus Albright
EM3, 1948-52

After boot camp at Great Lakes, my high school friend
and I attended Electrician School, and after graduating,
were transferred to New London, Conn. He was assigned
to the USS Howard Gilmore in Key West, Florida, and I
was assigned to the USS Orion in Panama. We never saw
each other again for four years.
Panama was wonderful duty with its tropical routine:
Turnto at 0700 hundred, soup at 1000 hundred, chow at
1300 hundred, and then liberty. It was off to the pool with
buddies for a few hours, then to the Base Ship Service for
a 10-cent banana split, and then bowling; back to the ship
for evening chow and a movie on the boat deck. It was
really nice except for the watch we had to stand at the
switchboard in the hot, noisy engine room.
The MMs and I worked together in the engine room
where I stood switchboard watch and my duty station was
the after engine room switchboard half deck. The storekeeper and I worked together inventorying the electrical
storeroom on the port side of the fire room.
After the ship was transferred to Norfolk, we visited
New London on Armed Forces Day. When we were about
to leave, I was standing on the port side railing by the
crane watching them prepare to bring the last motor
launch aboard. It was hooked up in the sling and ready to
be lifted when the ship lurched forward. The motor
launch was not out of the water and caught a crab, tilted
to port and spilled three angry sailors into the drink. Our
motor whale boat picked them up and no one was hurt. I
don’t know what happened after that, but I’ll bet someone
had to answer.

USS Midway

On the left is me with three other shipmates. We were
waiting on a bus to go back to the ship. This was a daily
routine in Panama in 1949.

Months later a call came for an EM transfer to the USS
Midway, an aircraft carrier on its way to the Mediterranean Sea for deployment. They drafted EMFN Fusco to go.
He didn’t want to go, and I was tired of the boredom —
and not wanting to become an alcoholic, as I saw many
become – I asked for, and got, a trade.
Among the many things I saw while aboard Midway
was another “man overboard.” It was at night in the Atlantic Ocean. We were in the hangar bay watching a movie when the call came that there was a man overboard,
and the crew was to muster at their stations on the flight
deck. The search lights were on, and off the port quarter
we saw someone about 200 yards away swimming like
hell towards us. A boat had already been put into the water and they picked him up. I never knew how he got into
the water (fell, pushed, thrown, knocked, or jumped), but
strange things can happen with 3,000 people aboard ship.
Another incident that happened while we were at sea,
was an armed robbery of a $2,000 crap game that was
being held in the battery locker. Two armed and disguised
sailors entered the compartment with guns drawn and
took all the money. An EM2 was suspected to be involved, but no one knew for sure. He had organized and
run the game. He was in my division and I saw him every
day.
On our ship’s tour of Rome, we were fortunate to
place our hands into the hands of Pope Pius and receive
the Papal Medal.
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Better, Not Bitter
Things change. That’s nothing new to most of us. Circumstances, health, relationships, all seem destined to
change. We have our losses and we
have our gains. Some of the losses are
deep and affect us the rest of our lives.
Some of the gains are surprising and
infuse new energy and hope into our
souls. But, no matter what happens, we
can end up bitter or better.
I have a young friend, Chris, who
decided with his wife a few years ago to
uproot and move to a remote place in
Africa. They felt called to teach the people of the villages how to create business, to begin to
make their own clothing and clothing to sell to others.
They uprooted their family and left for that faraway place.
They learned the language, moved into the village, and set
about making a difference. Last month, Chris suddenly
contracted a rare disease and died. Are you kidding me?
Why? Our hearts long for answers and our emotions
are plunged deep into grief. Crazy things happen in this
world. As the old song says, “The good, they say, die
young.” Sometimes they die old. And that is great loss to
the rest of us.*
In 2010 my wife and I had a serious motorcycle wreck.
It hurt. The ambulances took us away quickly to the hospital nearest the mountain curve where the bike and the
guardrail had an unfortunate meeting. I was wondering
where God was at that moment. So I asked him.
Here are the thoughts that came to my mind immediately. It seemed as though he was saying, “I was keeping
the motorcycle upright, keeping you both on the bike;

Taps
David J. Peckinpaugh
1957-60, EN3, M&A Div.

MUNCIE, IN — David J. Peckinpaugh, 75, passed
away Friday, January 18, at IU Health
Ball Memorial Hospital.
He was born December 4, 1937 in
Muncie, the son of George and Mildred (Huffman) Peckinpaugh and
graduated from Muncie Central High
School in 1955.
Mr. Peckinpaugh was in the United States Navy and served aboard the
submarine tender USS Orion from
1957 until 1960. He was a journeyman printer at The
Muncie Star Press for nearly forty years.
Survivors include wife, Mary (Dunn) Peckinpaugh;
three sons; two daughters; three stepsons; his twin brother, Daniel L. Peckinpaugh; three sisters; nine grandchildren and six great-grandchildren.
Memorial contributions may be sent to: USS Orion
VHO, 121 E. Ellington Drive, Peoria, IL 61603-1001.

and, I was taking the blows with you.”
For some important and deep reason, that comforted
me. It was incredible that we stayed upright on the bike as
we banged against the guardrail again and again. And, it
is true to God’s nature that he takes the blows with us. He
is not a remote observer. He suffers with us. He is in our
need with us. He is Immanuel — which means “God is
with us.”
Easter is upon us. It reminds us that God has immersed
himself in our need, our sins and mess-ups. Jesus took it
on, took the blows, suffered with us and in our place. He
is not afraid of our needs or repulsed by our neediness.
And most comforting of all, loss and death don’t get the
last word. The last word is resurrection and hope for all
who embrace what God has done for us in Jesus Christ.
And that is what empowers us to move “Straight Ahead”
with courage. Better, not bitter.
David Rodes, Honorary Chaplin
*We give our deep love to Mary Peckinpaugh (and
Amy) in the loss of David, who has served the USS Orion
Vets with such love and faithfulness. He will be missed!
And, Mary, we pray for you!

To Our Friend ~ Dave
By Lorraine Pieper
This year when it is time again
To recall departed souls,
We all will fondly remember
The one who sounded tolls.
Dave was a “one-of-a-kind guy”
Whose devotion was true blue
To the ship he loved and all her mates.
To OVHO, he was the glue.
Via the brilliant “Scuttlebutt”
We always had the scoop;
With memories, news and pictures
He kept us “in the loop”.
With Mary always at his side,
He diligently kept track
Of all records for the group.
Even during illness, never did he slack.
When Orion’s service ended
He and others challenged her fate,
And though their efforts were for naught,
Till the end he remained Her ardent Mate.
He’s answered his last roll call,
Written his last report,
Rest in peace, good faithful friend
Safe in Heaven’s Port.
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Taps
Charles C. Bird

Paul Murphy

1950-54, 10th Div., 2nd Class Dispersing Clerk

1967-69, Dental Div.

Charles Bird, 83, passed away on
December 9, 2012.
He was raised in McComas, West
Virginia, joined the Navy, and was
assigned to the 10th division as a dispersing clerk.
He was well known by his shipmates because when he came off of
leave, he always brought back his
mother’s blueberry cake, which was
liked by all.
He is survived by his wife and two
adopted children. – Jake Citta, 1950-54, TM2, 4th Div.

Paul Murphy passed away on February 28, 2013 due to
a massive heart attack. – Pam Murphy
* * *

Dominic Brugia

We Need Your Help

1943-45, EM1, 8th Division, Engine Room

Dominic Brugia died on November 28, 2012 at the age
of 91. – John R. Fischer, trustee
* * *

Jerry Edward Flemmer
1953-55, EN2, Sub Eng. Overhaul

Jerry Flemmer passed away on October 1, 2012, at the
age of 81.
While serving in the U.S. Navy, he met his sweetheart,
Faith Hope Alden. After they married, they moved to Virginia where Jerry served as Engineman 2 on USS Orion.
After his honorable discharge from the Navy, they moved
to California.
* * *

Larry Kretzschmer
1962-63, SN, 1st Div.

It is with a heavy heart that I inform you that Larry
passed away on October 11, 2012. – Joyce Kretzschmer
* * *

Jose Mata Martinez
1943-46, S2/c

Jose Mata Martinez, 87, passed away December 17,
2012.
My father was proud of his Navy days on the USS Orion. He shared many stories with me of those days. Some
of his stories made me laugh until
my sides hurt and others made me
cry. I especially remember a story
about the Captain of the Orion having a kitten as a pet.
My dad now joins his wife, Oralia
in eternal rest.
He is survived by several brothers
and one sister; a daughter, Sandy,
and son Joe F. Matinez. – Joe F.
Martinez

Dean York
1955-57, ET3

I am the daughter of Dean A. York, ET3. He served on
the USS Orion from Feb. 1955 to December 1957. I am
writing of his passing on March 22, 2012.
My father loved serving in the Navy. Every time he
told a story about the Orion or mentioned the Navy his
eyes lit up. – Diane A. York

Due to Dave's passing, we are forced to make some
changes as we move into the future. The Scuttlebutt as
we've have known it will change. We are thinking of
moving to an internet-type site where you would go to
get the latest news, i.e. deaths, reunion news, interesting happenings, etc. However to make this work, we
will need a volunteer to run the site, doing such things
as: updating the news, inserting interesting articles,
maintaining an up-to-date e-mail list and also e-mailing
significant news to the members. In addition, we would
have to keep track of members who do not have e-mail
capability and mail them an abbreviated version of the
Scuttlebutt and reunion information.
Needed are volunteers to act as:
The Ship's Printer
As you may well know Dave did all the printing for
the Scuttlebutt and the reunions. The printing for the
reunions is something that simply can not be dropped
on the reunion host. We need someone who has the
skill level and desire to do this and also to help in preparation of articles for the USS Orion Internet site.
A Historian for OHVO
I have in my possession Dave's rather large collection of pictures, books, mementoes, etc. as well as back
copies of the Scuttlebutt. We need to figure out a permanent home for these items and/or someone willing to
catalog new items as they come in.
As you can see, Dave's death has left a huge void.
I'm not sure anyone realized how above and beyond he
and Mary went to preserve and maintain the organization we enjoy today. It will also take more than one
person to continue the responsibilities he shouldered all
these years. Unless volunteers come forward to fill
these positions, other measures will have to be considered. Any suggestions or ideas are welcome and encouraged.
— Tom Pieper, OVHO President
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Reunion Schedule

Bellamy Mansion Museum, circa 1861

Oak Island Lighthouse

Continued from Page 1

there we will board the Fort Fisher Ferry for a 30-minute
scenic trip across the Cape Fear River to Southport for
lunch at the Fishy Fishy Café overlooking the river. After
lunch we will motor to Oak Island Lighthouse for a guided tour (they are opening just for us) and you may climb
to the top of the lighthouse. Be sure to wear your tennis
shoes if you plan to do this (no flip-flops allowed).
Tuesday Evening
6:00 – 8:30 p.m. - $45.00
We will board the Henrietta III for a dinner cruise in
the Cape Fear waters. Bring your favorite music DVD’s
for dancing. We will enjoy a buffet dinner and a cash bar
will be offered.
Wednesday, September 24
9:00 a.m. -6:30 p.m.
Cost for the morning events (includes lunch)- $37.50
We will visit the Battleship North Carolina for a selfguided tour where you will step back in time and discover

from shopping and dining.
Deadline for reservations is August 7, 2013 to be guaranteed a room. After that date, the rooms will be released.
Buffet breakfast vouchers will be offered on the registration form for $14.00 each morning Monday through
Wednesday if you would like a full buffet. Otherwise you
can order from the menu and pay accordingly. This year’s
itinerary and cost includes a full buffet breakfast on
Thursday morning, lunch on Monday and Wednesday and
dinner on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.
Monday, September 23
9:00 a.m. -4:00 PM
$40.00 per person for the day’s events
You will be given a trolley tour of historic Wilmington
and a guided tour of the Bellamy Mansion Museum, circa
1861. Here you will learn how free and enslaved artisans,
many of whom were never taught to read or write, built
and embellished this spectacular house.
We will have lunch at the Front Street Brewery and
enjoy a glass of ale if you wish. After lunch, we will be
given a guided tour of the Railroad Museum, viewing
photographs, artifacts and the HO and Lionel model train
exhibits, and a steam locomotive and caboose that you
can climb aboard. You can walk back to the hotel and
take in shops and sightseeing along the riverfront or revisit the brewery for a tour and sampling of the ale being
made. Dinner will be on your own.
Tuesday , September 24
8:15 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
$30.00 for the day’s events (lunch-dutch treat)
We will board a bus for Fort Fisher State Historic Site,
a Civil War Battlefield for a documentary film and a
guided tour of the building and grounds.
Our next stop will be the North Carolina Aquarium
where you will see sharks, sting rays, seahorses, sea turtles, a rare albino alligator and other exotic fish. From

Continued on Page 7

Battleship USS North Carolina
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Wilmington, North Carolina

Experience life on a
Southern plantation
in the late 1880s
at Poplar Grove

Continued from Page 6
what it meant to serve aboard one of the most decorated
battleships of WWII. Over 50 battle engagements with
2,300 young men fighting off enemy attacks and living
together in a floating city at sea. We will enjoy lunch in
the Ward Room followed by a memorial service on the
fantail of the ship (weather permitting).
Afternoon Events - 2:00 p.m.- 6:00 p.m.
Cost for afternoon events (includes dinner) - $30.00
The afternoon includes a visit to Poplar Grove Plantation. The estate’s 16 lovely acres are accessible for touring the house, outbuildings and grounds. You may view
the farm animals, visit with resident craftspeople demonstrating traditional skills, such as weaving, spinning, basket making or blacksmithing. We will step back in time
by spending an afternoon learning what life was like in
the late 1800’s on a Southern plantation.
Later, we will have an authentic Pig Pickin’. We could
not let you leave North Carolina without introducing you
to Eastern style barbecue with barbecue potatoes, coleslaw, hushpuppies, banana pudding and sweet tea.

choices of salads, vegetables and desserts followed by
dancing to the sounds of The Ginger Thompson Band.
For a preview of the band, go to their website
www.thegingerthompsonband.com. A cash bar will be
offered.
The Hospitality Suite will be available from 10 a.m. –
11 p.m. daily with beverages and snacks. A video of
Grave Yard of the Atlantic will be available for your enjoyment.
The deadline for sign-up for tours is August 16th.
We look forward to seeing everyone. Make plans now
to join us for lots of fun and renewing friendships. Since
it is our 25th reunion, we are asking each shipmate to
bring pictures or memorabilia to display.

Thursday Morning, September 26
8:00-10:00 a.m. – cost $27.00
We will have a buffet breakfast in the Cape Fear Dining Room at the hotel followed by the business meeting.
The rest of the day is yours to relax, shop, or visit any of
the many points of interest. Trolleys are available
throughout the day. Brochures will be included in your
reservation packet.
Thursday Evening – 6:00 – 11:00 p.m.
Dinner and Dancing – cost $60.00
We will celebrate the 25th reunion with dinner in the
Cape Fear Dining Room featuring three entrees with

Hilton Riverside Wilmington
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USS Orion Sweatshirt

Thank You OVHO Family
Thanks to everyone who telephoned, sent cards
and letters or made contributions to the Memorial
Fund in Dave’s name. I appreciate your kindness.
Dave loved producing the newsletter and connecting with his shipmates. He was the writer, editor and
historian.
My OVHO friends Alberta Rodes, David Rodes,
Tom Pieper, Lorraine Pieper, and John Bellis helped
me with their prayers and words of encouragement.
I pray that a shipmate will volunteer to take over
the Scuttlebutt. I will help in any way that is needed.
It is hard to do this alone. I miss Dave very much.
Special thanks to Lorraine Pieper for the beautiful
tribute to Dave.
— Mary Peckinpaugh

Make check
payable to:

USS Orion
Store

Medium …….…………… $15.00
Large …….………………. $15.00
XL …….…………………. $15.00
2XL …….…………………$18.00
+ Shipping ……….……….$ 6.00

Metal

IAL
C
E
P
S

License Plate
Holders

18.00

$

Includes shipping

Ship to:
Name _________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________

City ___________________________________ State ______ Zip ________

Send your check to:

Larry Snyder
308 Oak St.
Rowley, IA 52329
——
Make check payable to:

USS Orion Store

