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GET YOUR REGISTRATIONS IN THE MAIL 

The registration deadline of SEPTEMBER 10 is fast approaching for hotel 

and all activities.  If you have not mailed your registration, we urge you to 

do so as soon as possible.  You don’t want to miss all the events that are 

planned for this year’s reunion in Grapevine, Texas.  Thanks to Ted and   

Martha Swenson, 2014  Reunion hosts, they have exciting plans for us.  

The Embassy Suites, Outdoor World  (call 972-724-2600 for reservations) 

has been reserved at the rate of $129.00 plus tax including a complimentary full 

breakfast and a complimentary manager’s reception each evening.   Following is a recap of the          

activities planned.  They were listed in the April 2014 issue of the Scuttlebutt. 

Thursday, October 2—Check-in and Registration. 

Friday, October 3—  A choice of two tours   1) Texas Wine Tour (with tastings) with lunch ;                      

2) American Airlines C.R. Smith Museum  (lunch on your own). In the evening, a delicious dinner 

and 1800’s Comedy Murder Mystery at the Texas Star Dinner Theater has been arranged. 

Saturday, October 4—We will leave for  the Grapevine Vintage Railroad, boarding a first-class air-

conditioned vintage coach that will take us to Ft. Worth for a Longhorn cattle drive down Ex-

change    Avenue.   Shopping will be available.  Later, we will attend the Grapevine Opry for an 

evening of fun and entertainment, 

 Sunday, October 5— We will head out for the George W. Bush Presidential  

Library/Museum.  We might even have a surprised guest.  Following the 

tour we will have a Memorial honoring our deceased members at Perkins 

Chapel- Southern Methodist University School of Theology.  From there, we 

will go to Dealey Plaza where  John F. Kennedy was as-

sassinated on November 22, 1963.  Afterwards, we will 

go to Lonesome Dove Ranch for a BBQ dinner with all the 

trimings  - the best anywhere according to Martha and Ted. 

Monday, October 6— We will have a free day to shop and explore Grapevine.  

The Business Meeting is scheduled prior to the evening banquet . 

If you have misplaced your registration form, e-mail Ted Swenson at t-mswenson@sbcglobal.net 

or call 903-825-3334 and they will be happy to supply you with another one. 
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SUBMARINE MEMORIAL PLANNED  
FOR CHICAGO 

A Chicago-based submarine veterans organization, 
the USS Chicago Base Submarine Veterans and a 
similar Northeast Illinois/ Southeast Wisconsin-based 
organization, Crash Dive Base seek to raise funds to 
build a memorial on Chicago’s Riverwalk, on the south 
bank of the Chicago River, to honor all U.S. subma-
rines and crews lost in service to the United States. 
The memorial is planned to also recognize a little-
known fact that twenty-eight submarines were built 
during World War II in Manitowoc, Wisconsin, four of 
which were lost during the war. The estimated cost of 
the memorial is $250,000. So far, only about $20,000 
has been raised. Commander Ken Tupman is heading 
up the fundraising activity. Contributions can be mailed 
to Chicago Submarine Memorial Fund, P.O. Box 27, 
Mazon, IL 60444 or made via PayPal by visiting                               

www.crashdivebase.com and clicking on the 

”Chicago Memorial” tab. For more information, contact 
Cdr. Tupman at (815) 936-9318 or email                

TupmanK@aol.com; or contact Frank Voznak         

at (630) 986-0175 or email franklin2@comcast.net.     
This project was brought to our attention by              
Orion vet Bob Pritchard, OM2, R-3 Div.,                  
Optical shop, 1959-63, of Homer Glen, IL.  

Reunion Host 

Bush Library 

Lonesome Dove Ranch 
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Main Inside Heading 

From the President…...Tom Pieper 

 
Well summer is here and quickly going away!  Which simply means    we 
are heading toward REUNION time!  And we are looking forward to 
Grapevine and/or Dallas, Texas and getting excited to see all of our ship-
mates and the new bees! Just think of all the exciting place and things 
that Martha and Ted have planned for us. And if you have the time stay a 
few extra days and see and visit those places they may have missed if 

         there are such things. 
So continue to have and enjoy a unique, sometimes warm and sometimes cool summer, 
and make your plans for Grapevine which is in Texas, and enjoy the comradely of your ship-
mates. 
 
Tom and Lorraine. 

TAPS 

      Robert Neal Smith , EN2, 7th Div. AH Eng Rm 

       Died in 2013 

      Donald Ferrier, Capt.-Commanding Officer—

      Died Oct. 15, 2013 

      Daniel B. Branch, Jr., Capt.-Commanding         

                             Officer— Died Oct. 21, 2013 

    Edward Tocko, S1/C—Died Nov. 24, 2013 

    Thomas D. Stockeland—Died March 23, 2014 

 

The death of Jack Lawrence Ferguson, Torpedoman died in 1976 

was submitted by his daughter looking for shipmates that might 

have known him.  He served  1942-45. 

 

Some time ago, several Orion Shipmates were asked if they had an experience with an individual that 

influenced their lives.  Here are two responses. 

From Fred Klena  (aboard 1951-53 DM2, 12th Div.) 

Standing in the chow line, I overheard a man in front of me saying he'd like a kid who could 
freehand draw. I piped up and said I could do that. I went to my bunk that night and drew 
some things on my writing tablet. The next day I was transferred to the drafting room on 
board that I didn't even know was there. That man was   Oscar Parrish, and my whole life 
changed because of that chance encounter. He sent me to Navy Drafting school in Port Heu-
neme, California, where I passed first in my class. I was later transferred to London, England 
and   finished my Navy career as Draftsman PO 2nd class. I owe everything in my life to 
Oscar  Parrish, and I will never forget him.  He was the finest gentleman I ever knew.  I was a 
deck ape when this happened, and I had a very successful civilian career as a tech illustra-
tor,   graphic designer and documentation engineer as a result of that chance meeting. 
 

From Dan DeMoss (aboard 1979-82 ENFN-EN2 Fwd Eng Rm/Fireroom 

While down in the forward engine room I got into a fight with a push button 3rd (was a friend), 
and since I was junior ENFN and he was EN3, I was in the wrong. I later found out that they 
knew what happened. No page 13’s or anything like that occurred; back then push buttons 
were frowned upon. But I was shipped down to the fire room anyway. I met my new chief, 
MMC  Stagnari (not sure of the spelling).   I still swear to this day that salt cracked off him 
when he walked. He taught me more than any one person I met since then and I retired as a 
chief. He taught me boilers and today I still use that information  because I work for the VA as 
the supervisor of the boiler and plumbing shops. 

 

EARLY BIRDS– SIGNED 

UP FOR REUNION 2014 

 

 

 

Wayne  Ehmen  Robert Hendrickson 

John Klena  Art  Mager 

Jack Prendergast  Dennis Rose 

Larry Snyder  Ted  Swenson 

       Once of these Early Bird Registrants will receive  

a free night’s stay. 

AHOY SHIPMATES   

NOW HEAR THIS!!!! 

It is rapidly approaching that time of 
year again when annual member-
ship dues are DUE.  (That sounds     

redundant don’t you think!) Dues for 
calendar year 2015 are payable by 
December 31, 2014.  So, consider 

this a little advance “heads up”.  A 
reminder will also be included in our December issue.  

Dues are $10/calendar year and checks should be 
made payable to “Orion Veterans Historical Organiza-

tion” (or OVHO) and submitted to:  USS Orion          
Veterans Historical Organization, 121 East Ellington 

Drive, Peoria, IL., 61603. 
 
The dues are used to fund the printing and mailing of 
the Scuttlebutt newsletter, and as “”seed monies” for 
the annual reunions.     
  Thanks me hearties!!!   
  John Bellis, Secretary/Treasurer 

SPLIT-THE-POT DRAWING 

There are 10 tickets enclosed with the Scuttle-

butt.  Each ticket is a $1.00 donation.  If you 

want to participate, fill out the ticket stubs and 

return them to Ted Swenson, 113 S. Bay Dr., 

Bullard, TX 75757.  Two winners will be drawn at 

the banquet—50% for OVHO and 25% for each 

winner.  Last year’s winners received $452.50. 

THE FIRST PERSON TO E-MAIL ME AT 

fwright743@gmail.com AND IDENTIFIES THIS 

COUPLE WILL GET A FREE CHANCE IN THE 50-50 

DRAWING. All Facebooks  subscribers are      

ineligible to participate.  We will also post the 

picture at the reunion. 

Have and interesting sea story you would like to share?  Contact Harold or Fran Wright at 

fwright743@gmail.com. 

Perkins Chapel     

Site of 2014  

Memorial Service 

If you have information you would like to share about any of  

the Orion Shipmates, notify Harold or Fran Wright. 
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