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2020 ANNUAL ORION REUNION AS-18 

13-17 SEPTEMBER 2020 
       PORT WASHINGTON, WISCONSIN 

 
 Randy Rosbeck  is our host for the 2020 Orion Reunion in Port Washington, Wisconsin,          
13-17 September.  Rooms have been reserved at The Harborview (www.theharborview.com), 135 East 
Grand Avenue at a rate of $129.00 per night including a full brunch from 
6:30-8:30 a.m. each morning.   Reservations need to be made by 13 August, 
2020.  If you would like to extend your time, which Randy highly recom-
mends, the same rate will apply.  Be sure to tell the reservation desk        
(262-284-9461) you are with the USS Orion.  There is an upgrade option if 

you wish to take it —additional $20 for lake view/$40 for a suite at the Captains Corner.  
The hotel does not offer a free airport shuttle service as the nearest airport is Milwaukee, 
WI.  However, you can book the shuttle for a fee of $40 per person round trip + tip.  Other 
suggestions are Go Airport Shutte (www. Goairportshuttle.com ) or Shuttle Fare (www.ShuttleFare.com) or Go Rite-
way (www.goritewaay.com).  Uber transportation may also be available with advance reservations. 
Sunday, 13 September –3:00 PM—Check in and registration—Hospitality suite will be open. 
Monday, 14 September—8:30 AM—Depart for the Harley Davidson Museum (www.h-dmuseum.com).  History roars 
to life; it’s the best of American design and culture—seasoned with freedom and rebellion showcased in a landmark 
building.  Following the tour, lunch will be at the Troop Café, a not for profit café that provides food service and hospi-
tality training to US Veterans while serving delicious, high-quality meals to the public.  The next stop will be the War 
Memorial Center Tour and Navy Display, a memorial building located on Lake Michigan in Milwaukee.  It was designed 
by architect Eero Saarinen.  Construction began in 1955 and the building was dedicated on Veterans’ Day in 1957.  Our 
next stop will be the Sprecher Brewery (we will be ready after a full day of touring).  The guided  tour will take you 
from their gift shop to the brewhouse, through the aging cellar to the bottling line and warehouse, 
ending in the indoor brew tent where samples are served and to answer any questions you may 
have.  We will return to the hotel and hospitality room around 4:00 PM.  Supper is on your own. 
Tuesday, 15 September—8:30 AM— Depart for Manitowoc Maritime Museum 
(www.wisconsinmaritime.org). The Wisconsin Maritime Museum is the proud port of USS Cobia, a 
World War II submarine. You will have the opportunity to tour the submarine; however, it is not 
handicap assessible.  The USS Cobia was brought to Manitowoc in 1970 as an international memorial to submariners 
and restored to the original 1945 configuration.  Visitors can enjoy a guided tour through the boat and see where the 
crew slept, ate and prayed.  The next stop will be the Farm Wisconsin Discovery Center and Farm Tour 
(www.farmwisconsin.org). Farm Wisconsin offers over 15,000 sq. ft. of educational exhibits, plus Land O’Lakes Birthing 
Barn.  We will have lunch at the Wisconsin Café offering variety of sandwiches, burgers and more.  Our next stop is 
Henning’s Wisconsin Cheese Factory , a family tradition since 1914 and fourth generation owned 
(www.henningscheese,com) for a self-guided tour.  You will have a chance to shop. Afterwards, we will return to the 
hotel around 4:00 PM with supper on your own. 
Wednesday, 16 September—8:30 AM—Depart for Holy Hill Basilica & National Shrine for Mary Help of Christians for 
a self-guided tour and a public mass scheduled at 11:00 AM.  This will be the site of our annual Memorial Ceremony.  
Lunch will be provided at the Holy Hill Cafeteria after which we will return to the hotel around 2:30 PM. 

Wednesday Evening, 16 September—4:00 PM –Annual Business Meeting at Harborview followed by a cookout with 
brats, burgers, snacks, condiments and refreshments. 

Thursday, 17 September— Check-out is 11:00 AM. 



OVHO Membership 

Is your membership up to date?  For just $10/yr, you can join 
the OVHO and be kept up to date on what is going on in the 

organization.  Contact Art Mager at 352-553-4262 if you have 
questions regarding your membership. 

  Hi shipmates, families and friends, 

  

  I am very sad that we had to cancel our reunion and I will sure miss seeing 

  all  you. This was a tough shot to call and I really appreciate all of    

  the input that many of you provided in helping us make this decision. 

   

  I would much rather make an error on the side of safety than to have  

  someone get sick. We'll just look forward to next year, I think that Randy

  and Brenda Rosbeck have committed to host us again, about the same dates and 

place. We will keep you updated with the details. 

 

Again, I want to thank all of you who so freely give your time to keep this organization 

together. 

 

Take care and stay safe. 

 

 

Wayne Turner 
President, OVHO 
 

50-50 Raffle 

If you submitted an entry in the 50-50 raffle scheduled to 
be drawn at the 2020 Reunion, it will be kept and entered 
in the ‘pot’ at the 2021 Reunion.  You may continue to 
enter anytime during the year.  We will be sending more 
raffle tickets with the April 2021 issue of the Scuttlebutt. 

USS Orion AS-18— 1944 Brisbane, Australia 



 
 

      

 DS3 Chris Brown is holding a rare antique gold plated 

wine decanter, or so we were told when he bought it on 

the street. DS3 Jim Fencil looks on. We filled it with 

beer, and it started leaking out through the bottom; it had 

multiple pinpoint holes in it. It wasn't gold and it wasn't 

antique. We all got a good laugh from it. Chris wasn't 

laughing as much; he was out about $20 and a few 

packs of smokes thrown in. That was my last cruise be-

fore I transferred to shore duty in Naples Italy. Submitted 

by Gary Sharkley, ADP Shop-1980-81. 

I believe this was from 1981, ships cruise to Ath-
ens Greece.  The crew of the ADP shop,         S-
8  Some of the names are lost to me.  Those I re-
member from bottom, left to right, Unidentified, 
Cory Siberson, Tom Hughes; middle row, Chris 
Brown, Gary Sharkey, Unidentified, Ralph Shields; 
top row, Dave Bombadier, Phinieas Robinson and 
Jim Fencil.  It was a good trip,  we learned, and 
we laughed. Submitted by DP2 Gary Sharkley. 

Meryl Dunlap posted these pictures on social network and granted permission for them to be used in the Scuttlebutt.  This 
plaque was painted by her dad, Charles (Chuck) Dunlap, 60-62, OM2, R-2 Div.  Chuck’s dad (her grandfather) also served 
on the Orion and was part of the crew that commissioned the ship.  Below are pictures of her father and grandfather.  
They both worked in the Optical Shop. 

Charles (Chuck) Dunlap Harry Dunlap, Plankowner 

https://www.facebook.com/meryl.hannan.5?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdC-R-R&eid=ARA7YM-ZElPEEOd2qtpSDjcKBB1nSSqDGNhAjml9cvM4j6MPUTIRA5kRGMxVKFWwBrIyASf0WRa57nwE&hc_ref=ARTK6-kCid7KCZbpwQw68zDzwburJazGPqXyYAgl_pS15iv5rFZz7tzUbFdLQTTcALU&dti=22396944172&hc_location=group
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TAPS 
Ernie P. Belcher, passed away December 2019 (submitted 
by Corey Prevost) 

 

Carl A. Avallone, MR3, 12th Div., 45-49, passed away 
April 2, 2020,  Farmington, CT 

 

Donald Fauth, Plankowner, passed away May 21, 2020,     
York PA. 

27 January 1991 

Remember the 3 W’s  - Stay Safe 

• Wash your Hands,  

• Wear your Mask,  

• Watch your Distance. 

Found at the 2019 Reunion:  If you left a mug that you 
purchased at Graceland in the hospitality room, I have it 
and will be happy to send it to you.  Frances Wright (my e-
mail and phone # can be found below). 

February 1954 


