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2020 ANNUAL ORION REUNION AS-18 

13-17 SEPTEMBER 2020 
       PORT WASHINGTON, WISCONSIN 

 
 Randy Rosbeck  is our host for the 2020 Orion Reunion in Port Washington, Wisconsin,          
13-17 September.  Rooms have been reserved at The Harborview (www.theharborview.com), 135 East 
Grand Avenue at a rate of $129.00 per night including a full brunch from 
6:30-8:30 a.m. each morning.   Reservations need to be made by 13 August, 
2020.  If you would like to extend your time, which Randy highly recom-
mends, the same rate will apply.  Be sure to tell the reservation desk        
(262-284-9461) you are with the USS Orion.  There is an upgrade option if 

you wish to take it —additional $20 for lake view/$40 for a suite at the Captains Corner.  
The hotel does not offer a free airport shuttle service as the nearest airport is Milwaukee, 
WI.  However, you can book the shuttle for a fee of $40 per person round trip + tip.  Other 
suggestions are Go Airport Shutte (www. Goairportshuttle.com ) or Shuttle Fare (www.ShuttleFare.com) or Go Rite-
way (www.goritewaay.com).  Uber transportation may also be available with advance reservations. 
 
Sunday, 13 September –3:00 PM—Check in and registration—Hospitality suite will be open. 
Monday, 14 September—8:30 AM—Depart for the Harley Davidson Museum (www.h-dmuseum.com).  History roars 
to life; it’s the best of American design and culture—seasoned with freedom and rebellion showcased in a landmark 
building.  Following the tour, lunch will be at the Troop Café, a not for profit café that provides food service and hospi-
tality training to US Veterans while serving delicious, high-quality meals to the public.  The next stop will be the War 
Memorial Center Tour and Navy Display, a memorial building located on Lake Michigan in Milwaukee.  It was designed 
by architect Eero Saarinen.  Construction began in 1955 and the building was dedicated on Veterans’ Day in 1957.  Our 
next stop will be the Sprecher Brewery (we will be ready after a full day of touring).  The guided  
tour will take you from their gift shop to the brewhouse, through the aging cellar to the bottling 
line and warehouse, ending in the indoor brew tent where samples are served and to answer any 
questions you may have.  We will return to the hotel and hospitality room around 4:00 PM.  Sup-
per is on your own. 
Tuesday, 15 September—8:30 AM— Depart for Manitowoc Maritime Museum 
(www.wisconsinmaritime.org). The Wisconsin Maritime Museum is the proud port of USS Cobia, a World War II sub-
marine. You will have the opportunity to tour the submarine; however, it is not handicap assessible.  The USS Cobia 
was brought to Manitowoc in 1970 as an international memorial to submariners and restored to the original 1945 
configuration.  Visitors can enjoy a guided tour through the boat and see where the crew slept, ate and prayed.  The 
next stop will be the Farm Wisconsin Discovery Center and Farm Tour (www.farmwisconsin.org). Farm Wisconsin 
offers over 15,000 sq. ft. of educational exhibits, plus Land O’Lakes Birthing Barn.  We will have lunch at the Wisconsin 
Café offering variety of sandwiches, burgers and more.  Our next stop is Henning’s Wisconsin Cheese Factory , a family 
tradition since 1914 and fourth generation owned (www.henningscheese,com) for a self-guided tour.  You will have a 
chance to shop. Afterwards, we will return to the hotel around 4:00 PM with supper on your own. 
Wednesday, 16 September—8:30 AM—Depart for Holy Hill Basilica & National Shrine for Mary Help of Christians for 
a self-guided tour and a public mass scheduled at 11:00 AM.  This will be the site of our annual Memorial Ceremony.  
Lunch will be provided at the Holy Hill Cafeteria after which we will return to the hotel around 2:30 PM. 

Wednesday Evening, 16 September—4:00 PM –Annual Business Meeting at Harborview followed by a cookout with 
brats, burgers, snacks, condiments and refreshments. 



 
NAVY-MARINE CORPS 

    RELIEF SOCIETY 
LtGen Jack Klimp, USMC (Ret)  President and Chief Executive Officer 

January 23, 2020 

85012 

Mr. Arthur Mager, Treasurer 

USS Orion Veterans Historical Organization  
2619 Anquillq Drive 
Cape Coral, FL 33991-3198 

Dear Mr. Mager, 

As I write this letter to you, I’m in my office with our nation's flag in view, and I’m overcome with a 

profound sense of gratitude - both for the outstanding generosity you have demonstrated and for 

the dedicated men and women who serve our country.  

All of us who love America owe them an immense debt. These men and women need and deserve 

our support, and you have demonstrated that support with your extraordinary $1.000.00 gift dat-

ed December 27, 2019. Because of you, Sea Service members and their families will have assis-

tance when they face challenges and hardships that would distract them from their vital mission. 

Your gift will support the Society's Visiting Nurse, Education and Budget for Baby programs, as well 

as providing financial assistance for disaster relief, car repairs, emergency travel to the bedside of a 

loved one, and much more. The Society disbursed $43.4 million in interest-free loans and to 

51,000 clients last year. 

Through your generosity, you demonstrate the very best in American patriotism and the ideals 
that we live by in the military: duty, honor, and service. I sincerely appreciate your thoughtful 

donation. 

Sincerely, 

LtGen Jack Klimp, USMC (Ret) 

President and Chief Executive Officer 

It was approved at the Business Meeting on October 2 in Memphis, TN to send $1000 to  Navy-Marine Relief     

Society in memory of our deceased shipmates during the calendar year.   Thank You, Art Mager, Treasurer for   

sharing this letter with us. 

 



 

 

      NAVY DAY 

27 October 1945 

On the Hudson 
River. 

USS Orion As-18 
on the left,  

USS Howard W. 
Gilmore AS-16 
center and USS 

Renshaw DD-499 
on the right  

carrying  

President Truman 
as he reviews the 

fleet. 

Photo furnished 
by: 

David Alan Jones 

(Social Media) 

A BLAST FROM THE PAST 

 

Can You Help 

Identify? 

 

S-1 Division 1985 

 

Photo furnished 

by:    Steve 

Nickodemski 

(Social Media) 

Split the Pot Drawing @ 2020 Reunion 

Once again we will offer the 50-50 drawing to raise 

funds to help defray cost of the reunion.  Two winners 

will receive 25% each and OVHO will receive 50%.  

Last year winners received $200 each,  Ten tickets are 

enclosed—$1.00 per ticket or $10.00 for all.  Mail tickets 

along with a check (do not send cash) to Art Mager, 

2619 Anquilla Dr., Cape Coral, FL 33991. 

Be an early bird registrant-send in your Orion Reun-
ion Registration form  by  July 1 and earn a chance to 
win one free night’s lodging valued at $129.00.    

OVHO Membership 

Is your membership up to date?  For just $10/yr, you can join 
the OVHO and be kept up to date on what is going on in the 
organization.  A membership form is enclosed.  If you have  

questions, contact Art Mager at 352-553-4262. 
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Brian Kuntz, BM@ Deck 

Div, 67-69 was on deck on 

the USS Orion AS-18 the 

morning Scorpion was 

supposed to tie up along 

side.  It was a cool morning 

and light rain; family was 

on the pier awaiting its 

arrival. It was 22 May 

1968.  Kuntz was a line 

handler to tie up the Scor-

pion alongside Orion’s port 

side.  We waited and wait-

ed and then we were 

stood down,  Within a cou-

ple of hours many destroy-

ers and others ships that 

could get underway in 

Norfolk were beginning to 

start their search.  It was-

n’t until late October the 

remains were found south-

west of the Azores.  99 

crewman died in the inci-

dent.  She is one of two 

nuclear submarines the US 

Navy has lost, the other 

being USS Thresher.  

TAPS 
David Quellette, SFM3, DC Div., Ship Repair, 1960-64, York 
Beach, ME passed away September 2019. 

 

Quentin Lee Martin, Seaman Class A Machinist Mate and 
according to his daughter, the best mechanic on the planet, 
passed away September 20, 2019.  He served aboard the USS 
Orion 1948–50. 

 

Robert Dwight Wetzel, Crane Division, 89-91, Portsmouth, 

OH died February 28, 2020. 

The shipmates that worked in the Machine Shop on the Orion got together at 

the reunion in Memphis TN.  L-R—First row: Phil McGaughy,  MR2;              

Bob Wolanin, MR2; John Mayo, MR1; Randy Rosbeck, MR2; Back row:          

Jim Steinfort  MRC and Earl Doane MR1. 


