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2021 USS Orion AS-18 Reunion —September 12-16
Port Washington, WI
Let’s try this again!! By September, hopefully all of us will have had the Covid-19 vaccine and we can once
again fellowship together. What a year!! We pray that none of our shipmates were lost due to Covid.
Randy and Brenda Rosbeck are our host for the 2021 Orion Reunion in Port Washington, Wisconsin, 12-16 September. Rooms have been reserved at The Harborview
Randy Rosbeck
(www.theharborview.com), 135 East Grand Avenue at a rate of $129.00 per night
including a full brunch from 7:00-8:30 a.m. each morning. Reservations need to be
made by 13 August, 2021. If you would like to extend your time, which Randy highly recommends,
the same rate will apply. Be sure to tell the reservation desk (262-284-9461) you are with the USS
Orion. There is an upgrade option if you wish to take it —additional $20 for lake view/$40 for a suite
at the Captains Corner. The hotel does not offer a free airport shuttle service as the nearest airport is
Milwaukee, WI. However, you can book the shuttle for a fee by calling the hotel or going to the web
site to get pricing for a round trip + tip. Other suggestions are Go Airport Shutte (www. Goairportshuttle.com ) or Shuttle Fare (www.ShuttleFare.com) or Go Riteway (www.goriteway.com). Uber transportation may also be
available with advance reservations.
This year we will not be charging a registration fee. Miscellaneous items needed for hosting the group and all
snacks and beverages in the hospitality room will be compliments of the OVHO. That is a saving of $35 per person.
Sunday, 12 September– 3:00 PM –Check in and registration—Hospitality suite will be open, complimentary ‘Goodie’ bag.
Monday, 13 September—8:30 AM—Depart hotel for the War Memorial Center (www.warmemorial.org). Construction began in
1955 and was dedicated on Veterans’ Day in 1957. This will be the site of our Memorial Service. From there, we will travel to the
Troop Café, a not for profit café that provides food service and hospitality training to US Veterans while serving delicious, high
quality meals to the public. (www.troopcafemke.com). Our next stop is the Harley Davidson Museum
(www.h-dmuseum.com) History roars to to life; it’s the best of American design and culture—seasoned with
freedom and rebellion showcased in a landmark building. We will return to the hotel and hospitality room
around 4:00. Dinner on your own.
Tuesday, 14 September—8:30 AM– Depart hotel for the Manitowoc Maritime Museum
(www.wisonsinmaritime.org). The Wisconsin Maritime Museum is the proud port of USS Cobia, a World
War II submarine. You will have the opportunity to tour the submarine; however, it is not handicap assessable. The USS Cobia was brought to Manitowoc in 1970 as an international memorial to submariners and restored to the original
1945 configuration. Visitors can enjoy a tour through the boat and see where the crew slept, ate and prayed. The next stop will be
the Farm Wisconsin Discovery Center and Farm Tour (www.farmwisconsin.org). Farm Wisconsin offers over 15,000 sq. ft. of educational exhibits, plus Land O’Lakes Birthing Barn. We will have lunch at the Wisconsin Café offering a variety of sandwiches for
you to choose from. After lunch, our next stop will be Henning’s Wisconsin Cheese Factory (www.henningscheese.com), a family
tradition since 1914 and fourth generation owned for a self-guided tour. You will have a chance to shop. We will be returning to
the hotel around 4:00 with dinner on your own.
Wednesday, 15 September –9:15 AM—Depart hotel for a trip to the town of Cederburg for a drop and shop
day, Cederburg is a very historic town located 20 miles north of Milwaukee and situated on the beautiful
cedar creek. It is a perfect blend of old and new offering a delightful mix of unique shops, art galleries and
museums, and historic buildings, all within walking distance of one another. At 11:30 AM, we will meet at
the Anvil Pub and Grill, formerly a 19th century blacksmith shop. Our choice for lunch will be a cherrywood
bacon, cheddar cheese sandwich or a cheddar cheese steak burger with fries. Following is a 45 minute wine
tour and tasting at Cedar Creek Settlement. We will depart around 3:00 PM for the hotel.
Wednesday Evening—15 September –4:00 PM—Annual Business Meeting at Harborview followed by a cookout with brats,
kraut, grilled chicken, pasta salad, chips, non-alcoholic beverages and carrot cake compliments of the OVHO.
On another note: There is a fishing charter for anyone to do on their own (www.pwfishing.com) and lots to see in Port Washington
within walking distance of the hotel.

Hi Orion Veterans, Spouses, Families and Friends,
I am sadden to report that our Treasurer, Art Mager, has resigned due to health issues. Art, we all wish
you well and hope you have a speedy recovery. Our thoughts and prayers will always be with you.
John Bellis has assumed the role of Treasurer until our next reunion so please direct all correspondence concern
ing money to him. I don't have the words to express my appreciation to John for stepping up to the plate on this
one. This is probably the most important job within the group and I made a promise to John that if he would bail
us out that he would be relieved this fall. We really need someone to step up and volunteer---new blood.
I just talked to Randy Rosbeck this morning and it sounds like that everything is on track again for the 2021
Reunion at Port Washington Wisconsin. The details will be addressed else where in this edition of the Scuttlebutt and we will continue to update you. I would ask that each of you contact Randy and let him know how many in your family will be attending so
that he can plan more accurately.
Charito and I both are doing well and have been vaccinated, and we hope that all of you have as well. It's time to get out and have
some fun and to see some more beautiful sites that our country has to offer.
Again, thanks to all of you who generously give so much of your time to keep this organization afloat.
Take care and be safe

Wayne Turner
New Treasurer…….For health reasons, Art Mager has decided to give
up his duties as Treasurer of OVHO and John Bellis has graciously
agreed to finish out the calendar year. We will be electing a new
treasurer at the reunion in September as well as other officers. Who
wants to step up to the plate and say “I want to be a part of the
Board of the OVHO?” If you have questions about your membership,
you can call John at (309) 361-4346 or email him at
ussorionveterans@gmail.com. A membership renewal form is
enclosed in this packet.

Split the Pot Drawing @2021Reunion
Once again we will offer the 50-50 drawing to raise funds to help
defray cost of the reunion. Two winners will receive 25% each and
the OVHO will receive 50%. The 2019 winners received $200.00
each. Ten tickets are enclosed—$1.00 per ticket or $10.00 for all.
Mail tickets along with a check to Randy Rosbeck, 629 Kohler Dr.,
West Bend, WI 53090. If you bought tickets in 2020, they will be
included in this drawing.

Be an early bird registrant-send in your Orion
Reunion Registration form by July 1 and earn a
chance to win one free night’s lodging valued at
$129.00.
LOOKING FOR REUNION HOST FOR 2022 & 2023
Look at your home town or look at your state! What does it have
to offer? Or do like Roy Smith and look at another state. Roy
hosted 3 reunions outside of his home state. We need people to
step up and say I will be a host. Visitor’s Centers will help plan
your itinerary . Looking forward to hearing what you have
planned for us. If I can do it, YOU can do it!!!!!

Copied from Tendertale.com
From John Meurer
I served aboard the Orion in '68, '69 & '70 as a radiological controls monitor in R-5 Division. On duty days, we
had to take background radiation readings at several
places on board ship, one of which was the aft shaft alley due to its close proximity to a berthing compartment.
It required a long climb down a ladder several decks
below the main deck. Often, these readings got
"radioed" or made-up due to the stories about the shaft
alley being haunted. Several times, there were reports of
someone being down there. I went down there shortly
after hearing one of these reports and was taking my
readings when I sensed someone else being there too. It
was! An engineman had been there doing some chore
and it scared the .... out of me! I radioed a few after that.
All of these stories had credence because a sailor hung
himself in the geedunk on Christmas Eve in '68. Another
great story: Some guys were making comshaw dolphins
in the plastics shop, baking them in the kiln, went to
evening chow and a fire started. It was right next to the
mixed gas plant on board with potentially serious ramifications. The next day, Capt J.C. Bellah was critiquing
the incident over the PA and said "Remember sailors, it
takes three thing to have a fire - oxygen, combustible
material and...and..", the PA clicked off for a few seconds, came back on with a flustered "and temperature!"
The laughter could be heard all over the ship - our fearless leader forgot the fire triangle! I have great memories of the USS Onion, as we called her. It was a special
time and I made many friendships on the boats we
worked on and on the Orion, too. I wasn't thrilled at
being assigned to her but grew to appreciate being in
Norfolk.

The following Email was received from Stan Brua that may be of interest to a shipmate. If interested the contact information is
as follows: Stan Brua, 37282 Sail Court, Greenbackville, VA 23356.
Tel# (717) 779-7437 (cell) before 10 PM EDT
Email sdabrua@aol.com
In Oct. 2006, I purchased 6 brass portholes from an individual near Easton, MD that made furniture from nautical items. He
informed me that he bought them from an acquaintance that worked for a ship salvage company in Baltimore, MD. He told me
the portholes were from the WWII sub-tender- USS Orion.. I was going to use the portholes for a house I built near
Chincoteague, VA. but things didn't work out. to use them. I have sold 3 and were going to have the other 3 sold at an auction soon . While trying to find out more info for the auction, I saw your website and thought your members may be interested. I would prefer to sell them to someone that has a connection to the ship. I am a retired NOAA/DOD employee and assure
you that all I'm telling you is the truth, and not a scam. You can google me if you would like any more info on me.
Pictures of the portholes are below. They are about 15" between mounting holes, as, shown by the 15" ruler. Inside diameter of
the 3/4"thick glass is 12". They are made of brass and weigh about 18 lbs each. They show several coats of white epoxy paint
on the glass and some other paint (mostly white ,with some pink and green/aqua) elsewhere. There is no damage to the brass or
the glass, which is mostly even scratch-free. I also have the two 5-1/4" original, brass eyebolts, with nuts, for each porthole. There is a part# on the hinge bracket of one of the portholes. It is "72714" (See pic). I wasn't able to find any numbers on
the other two although they are "almost" identical, except for the hinge bracket and ring locations. All three are the same
size. Even the different colors of paint match up for all three,
If any of your members may be interested in purchasing one or more for less than $100(negotiable) each plus shipping, if it's
needed, they can contact me by calling or texting me, or e-mail me as shown below. UPS/USPS shipping for a single item this
size is likely $40-50. My wife and I will be doing some extensive traveling soon and may be able to make some other delivery
options to save on shipping charges. If anyone is interested. please contact me ASAP.

Letters to the Editor……….
12 December 2020
First let me thank you for the work you do with the Scuttlebutt.
Keeps me posted on what is going on with crew members of the Orion.
I went aboard the Orion shortly after WWII in Staten Island, NY,
and I went to Panama on the Orion where I stayed until discharged in July of
1946.
I have enclosed some information about my claim to be the sailor
in the famous Life Magazine Photo. I have not been feeling too good the
past few months. I will speak or write again soon with my claim that I am
the sailor in that photo.
Sincerely,
Carl Muscarello, Shipfitter, 2nd Class, 1945-46
(Editor’s Note)
Carl will soon be 95. He sent us lots of information of his claim to be the sailor in the photo
as well as an autographed picture. We will be
happy to share this information with anyone. It
is quite lengthy but worth the read.

The USS Orion Historical Organization is now
a member of Fold3 by Ancestry.com. Fold3
provides convenient access to military records, including the stories, photos and personal documents of the men and women
who served.
Several have previously asked about the
muster roll of the Orion when it was commissioned. That information is found in
Fold3 but is 30 pages long. We will be happy
to supply you with the page that includes the
name of a shipmate.
We are able to look up other information if
you provide us with details.
Harold and Frances Wright, Editors

Carl - Age 19—1945

Shipmates—we need your help! Keep us updated on
your address. Each time we sent out a Scuttlebutt, we
get several back and that’s the only way we have of
knowing you have changed your address. The post office
will notify us of recent changes but in most cases, they do
not have a forwarding address on file. In each case, the
OVHO must pay 55 cents for each Scuttlebutt that is returned. Also, if you are temporarily away, email us at
hwright842@gmail.com and give us an address or an
email address so we can provide you with a copy. We
also welcome hearing about your time on the Orion.
The Editors.
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Anyone have a matchbook
cover with this emblem?

TAPS
Richard G. Davey, MM2, Sub repair; 1951-55 of Toledo, Ohio passed
away 3 March, 2021.
Wayne Meddock of Scottsdale, AZ passed away 12 January, 2021 from
Covid related issues. He was aboard the Orion in the 60’s.
David Maltman, Jr.; ICE 3, 1951-54, Wayne NJ, passed away
2 July, 2017. His daughter recently notified us of his passing. He shared
many stories with his family of his time on the Orion and proudly wore
the clothing from the Orion Store.
Vaughan Newton, E3, M&A Div, 1956-59 of Lilleton, NH passed on 29
December 2020.
Robert Stroham, BM2, 2nd Div., Boat Deck, 1943-46, Port Collins, OH
passed away in 2016—notified by the post office.
Allen Paul Wallen, P02 Printer, E & R Print Shop, 1945-46, Mystic, CT
passed away November 16, 2020. We were notified by his wife. He
looked forward to receiving the Scuttlebutt. Paul served in the Navy during World War II. Carl Clausen also notified us of Paul’s passing.
Harold Wayne Zink, EM3, Fwd. Engine Rm., 1948-50 passed away 18
August 2020 following a long illness. Harold was from Cedar Rapids,
Iowa, and we remember him from the reunion in IA in 2017.
Harold
wrote lots of stories for the Scuttlebutt about his time on the Orion and
also shared with his shipmates a booklet titled “She’s On the Bottom,
Let’s Save the Crew”.

Fairwinds and Following Seas Shipmates
Rest in Peace

