
 Winter 2020                           Volume 33, Number 3 

From the Editors, Harold and Fran Wright……. 

 This issue is usually filled with highlights of the Annual Reunion which we had to cancel due to Covid 19.  We 
have heard from a few of our shipmates and learned from social media how people are coping with this pandemic.  At 
times we were reminded of  Navy days, not being able to spend time with our friends and family, not being able to fre-
quent our favorite restaurants and bars and having to ‘work’ from home considering The Orion was home.   

 We went from a lifestyle that we were accustomed to; we could no longer go to church, to shop, to our civic 
meetings, to get a haircut or even to the doctor or hospital unless it was an emergency.  Our doctor visits became virtu-
al, our Sunday worship services were on YouTube or live on TV, our shopping was done online and delivered to our 
door, our visits with our children were done by Zoom and in lots of cases, our haircuts were done by the wives, most of 
which looked like the cut we got when we fist enlisted.    Our grandson’s college graduation was canceled and we 
missed our step-grandson’s wedding because we were quarantined.  Sounds all too familiar since being a sailor meant 
there were family events we missed because we did not have leave. 

 However, one thing that is different is we had a date that we knew we would be back to doing all the things that 
were natural to us.  If we enlisted for three or four years, we could count the days until our tour was over or decide if we 
wanted to stay longer.  Now, we don’t know the date!  We wait and continue to  wash our hands, wear our mask and 
practice social distancing. 

 But being home did give us time to read books, work a puzzle, practice new recipes, or search for information 
on our family members that were a part of The Orion.  

  Here is a request we received from Patrick H. Saxon who is a retired Navy Commander wanting information 
on his Dad, Hurley O. Saxon who was an USS Orion Plankowner and passed away December 1980. 
 

 “Dad reported aboard as a RM2c from duty as an instructor at the University of Wisconsin by way of the 
Twelfth Naval District’s Radio San Francisco station NPG. He was promoted to PO1 and introduced to Davy 
Jones on the way to Australia. On April 22, 1944, he temporarily left the ship in Fremantle for four month’s duty 
at the remote radio station nicknamed Potshot on the Exmouth Gulf. He permanently left Orion—or rather, the 
ship left him—before he returned to Fremantle on September 8. After manning the shore-based radio station of 
Commander, U.S. Naval Forces, Western Australia there for a time, he arranged a swap with a radioman on 
USS Griffin (AS-13), thinking that ship was due to rotate back to the States. It did not. Instead, ironically, it re-
lieved Orion at Mios Woendi, before also moving north to Subic Bay.      
 I recently had the good fortune to discover your organization on the web, and have greatly enjoyed read-
ing through back issues of the Scuttlebutt, especially the Plank Owner Special Edition that featured “Dusty” 
Rodes’ recollection of his time at Potshot. (Reading along further, I was saddened to learn of his passing, but I 
hope to connect with his son, David, if he is still alive.) I have my Dad’s scrapbook with snapshots of himself and 
other radiomen—including Rhodes—on liberty in Honolulu, as well as some photos of his own time at Potshot, 
including one of the kangaroo Rhodes mentioned. (Rhodes is not among the Potshot crew; I surmise that my  
father may have been his contact relief supplied by Orion.) I would be happy to share a couple of those photos 
with readers of the Scuttlebutt, if you are interested.           
 Meanwhile, I would be grateful if you could answer a couple of questions. When was the Plank Owner 
Special Edition published? Do you have a full roster of the ship’s crew at time of commissioning or know where I 
can find one? (As was customary at the time, my father’s liberty mates are identified only by last name. BTW 
They did not include Ken Mysinger or Jerry Dalley, mentioned in the Notes from Shipmates column in the     
December 2011 Scuttlebutt. Like my Dad and Rhodes, I suspect they and the other members of my father’s     
liberty party—Aldridge, RM3c Richardson, Rutherford, and Coats—have passed away by now.) Finally, does 
anyone have an illustration or image of the ship’s crest that was used at the commissioning and/or during 
WWII; the two provided on the NavSource Online website are clearly more recent—one says Atlantic Fleet, the 
other shows the symbol for an atom!”  

 We sent him what we could find but were unable to fill his request for the ship’s crew at time of commissioning 
or an image of the original ship’s crest.  Can anyone help or have suggestions? Contact him at saxonph@aol.com. 

         Harold and Fran Wright, Editors 



OVHO Membership 

Is your membership up to date?  For just $10/yr, you can join 
the OVHO and be kept up to date on what is going on in the 

organization.  Contact Art Mager at 352-553-4262 if you have 
questions regarding your membership. 

  Hi Orion Veterans, Spouses, Families and Friends, 

   We are doing very well here on the West Coast in spite of everything. We have had a very hot summer, 
  some days over 110 but now it is pleasant during the day and we’ve had a light frost and some ice on our deck 
  for the last couple of nights, so contrary to what a lot of people think, it is not nice sunny and warm all the 
  time here in San Diego county. Our county has been shut down again due to the high number of covid19  
  cases. This is the third time being shut down and is seriously impacting small businesses. It just seems like this 
  virus isn’t going away any time soon, maybe we’ll get an effective vaccine soon. 

  I sure am looking forward to going to Port Washington in the fall of 2021 and I know that Randy and Brenda will 

entertain us in such a manner that we will hate to go home. 
I’m sitting here tonight, November 11 just thinking of all of you who have honorably served this great country and a big belated 
THANK YOU. I would also like to say thanks to those of you who had a profound impact on my life and career in the Navy. I hope 
that every one of you have had a wonderful day. Now we can look forward to Thanksgiving and Christmas and then trying to shed 
all of those extra pounds. 

Again, thanks to the wonderful ladies in this organization, without them we would cease to exist. 

Take care and be safe, 

 

Wayne Turner 

If you would like a copy of the Orion’s 40th 
Anniversary Yearbook, contact Frances 
Wright at fwright743@gmail.com.  It is avail-
able  for the cost of copying + shipping or a 
copy can be e-mailed to you. 

Meeker, Harold L. 
LTCDR 
US Navy 
Served: 1947-1971  (died Nov. 5, 2011) 
I was born in Cedar Rapids, Iowa March 3, 1930 and spent my youth there, in North Liberty 
and in Iowa City. While in my teens, I spent five years in the Moose sponsored Iowa City 
Drum and Bugle Corp. That participation made Navy Boot Camp rather easy when I joined 
in 1947. I attended Naval Submarine School in 1948 and married the former Darlene Venzke 
of near Kalona, Iowa in Yuma, AR. This union produced four children: Steven, Cynthia 
(deceased), John and Brian. There after I spent all of my Naval Service in the submarine ser-
vice, except for periods of instruction. I completed two years of college via night school at 
the Waukegan branch of the University of Illinois and correspondence courses while at sea. I 
was a first class Engineman until I changed my rating to Electronics technician where I was 
promoted to Chief Electronics Technician in 1959. In 1960 I was selected for Limited Duty 

Officer, Electronics as Ensign, USN. I was then assigned to a one year Electronics School for officers. Next, I was as-
signed as Electronics Division Officer on the submarine tender, USS Orion repairing gear on submarines in port. I later 
applied for a one year course in applied electronics at the Naval Postgraduate School, (USNPGS) Monterey, CA. From 
the Orion, I was then assigned to the submarine USS Runner SS476 until transferring to USNPGS in December 1964. 
After attaining my BS degree, I was under a PG course for computer applications in electronics whereupon I was as-
signed to Commander Submarine Force, Atlantic Fleet as Assistant Communications Officer. I was involved in the 
search for the lost USS Scorpion SSN589. I was Planning to settle in CA after retirement, where upon, I received an 
assignment as Director, Communications Department, Naval Supply Center, Oakland, CA as the Vietnam War contin-
ued. I retired from the naval service in 1971 as a Lieutenant Commander after 24 years continuous duty. I returned to 
my home state of Iowa to build a house near Grinnell, IA. We made a great choice to be in a town with an outstanding 
college. After completing the house, I worked at the Federal Home Loan Bank in Des Moines until 1979 when I retired 
again. My hobbies included metal working, Bonsai, lapidary making jewelry, making stained glass windows, and oil 
painting. My work continues on family genealogy which began in 1982. I subsequently belonged to various patriotic, 
genealogical, historic and lineage societies. I am most proud to be a member of the Iowa Society, Sons of the American 
Revolution, and the Jamestown Society. Darlene and I moved into a condo in town (Grinnell) in 2006 as the aging             

process continued its insidious work. 

The following article was found by Roy Smith, IC2, Pleasant Garden, NC and thought it might be of interest to others.  It is   
taken from the Iowa Society, Sons of the American Revolution—March 6, 2008 edition.   LTJG Meeker was  ETN2 Harold 
Wright’s, Division Officer  1961-63. 



Many thanks to Lorraine Pieper and her family member for 

designing an appropriate sympathy card to send to the fami-

lies of our deceased shipmates.  Please notify Lorraine when  

you know of the passing of a shipmate.  Her contact infor-

mation is found on the last page of this newsletter. 

IC Shop—the telephone shop better known as “Orion Bell” posted on 
social media by Michael Foster, IC3 –1969-71. 

USS Orion AS-18 underway.  Date and     
location unknown.  From “All Hands”     
magazine, January 1971. 

Letter to the Editors:   

9-29-2020.   

Dear Harold and Fran Wright, 

 I received the papers from you the USS Orion 
AS-18.  I want to thank you very much.  I served aboard 
the Orion AS-18 from 1957-1960.  I was an IC Electrician 
in the Repair Department.  We had 22 subs to work on 
and take care of.  We spent a lot of time in San Juan, St. 
Thomas and Roosevelt Rhoads.  I enjoyed all my time 
aboard the Orion and had a lot of friends!   I use to keep 
in touch with a lot of them.  But as time goes on, where 
did everyone go?  Take care and hope to hear from you 
again. 

Max Wachob IC 3, 1957-60 
Chardon, OH 44024 

Happy 65th Anniversary to Rose and  Frank Maynor TM3, 1951-54  
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TAPS 
William (Bill) C. Agnatovech, DC2, DC Division, 1955-59 
Lowell, MA passed away  in May, 2020.    We were notified 
by his wife, Kay.  She states “his non-covid death hit us hard.  
Two surgeries and several procedures while in a Boston   
hospital alone—no family allowed was an injustice.”  The   
Scuttlebutt extends prayers to the family. 

Richard M. Gallaway,  BM3-1949-53 passed away on       

02 April 2020 at the age of 91. 

George David Landen, Shipfitter—1964-65 passed away  
26 August, 2020. 

Aaron Hollywood Pepin, EN1 passed away 23 August 2020 

due to cancer. 

Richard Roddy, Metalsmith 2nd Class-1955-58,            

Minneapolis MN passed away 04 June, 2020.  Richard’s  

metal art work was featured in a past edition of the  

Scuttlebutt. 

Pearlie Salmons, HCTS—Retired, Reynoldsburg, Ohio 

passed away 02 September, 2020. 

 

Fairwinds and Following Seas Shipmates 

Rest in Peace 

  ———————   Rx  ————————— 

  In the  Star and Bull February 1953, the Public Health and 
Safety Service in Washington  published the following report 
regarding an outbreak of a form of influenza or grippe across 
the United States. 

  Some common sense rules set down by the AMA are (1) get 
as much rest as possible, (2) eat, drink and smoke in modera-
tion, (3) avoid needless contacts with crowds, especially 
groups with which you have not been accustomed to meeting 
(4) consult your sick-bay as to the type of influenza in your 
community and follow their advice concerning immunization 
shots, (5) don’t cough or sneeze on people and try to avoid 
being coughed or sneezed on, (6) go to bed promptly upon 
feeling sick, (7) prevent chilling, avoid wet feet and drafts 
and dress properly, (8) don’t take left-over drugs that had 
been prescribed for a previous illness or for another person 
without medical advise. 

  One of the rules stressed by the NAVY which reduces the 
spread of flu and other respiratory disease is the plan of 
sleeping head to foot.  While sleeping, unconscious coughing 
and sneezing in the direction of another person is very often 
the case.   However, sleeping heat the foot reduces the chance 
of your inhaling the germs or spreading them if you are a  
carrier. 

Hasn’t too much changed since 1953 as we fight  another 
form of influenza—COVID 19.  All the common sense rules 
pretty much remain the same!! 

Did you know…………. 

1)    the Orion was named the outstanding submarine tender      
of the Atlantic Fleet for the years 1955, 1956 and 1957. 

2) the Orion received the Battle Efficiency Award in 1961, 
1963, 1972, 1977 and 1979. 

3) the Orion became the first tender to issue the MK 48 
Mod 1 torpedoes. 

2021 Reunion—Port Washington, Wisconsin– Sept. 12-16 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 


