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USS ORION REUNION 2021 is in the books and what a grand time we had in Milwaukee/Port Washington, WI.  
Thanks to our host, Randy and Brenda Rosback for a great reunion.  You will find a recap of the reunion in this edition 
of the Scuttlebutt.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2022 REUNION—Plans are underway for the 2022 Reunion planned for Richmond, VA hosted by Harold and Frances 
Wright.  While plans are not complete, we will be visiting the War Memorial Museum, a bus tour and narration of the 
Historic Area of Downtown Richmond, a day trip to Jamestown and Yorktown and a visit to a plantation.  We hope to 
throw in a tour of a brewery or a vineyard, and we will finish off the reunion with a trip to a private farm and feast upon 
brisket, barbecue and the trimmings.  The tentative dates are September 28 - October 2, 2022.   Frances and Harold are 
working with the Richmond Convention and Business Bureau to finalize plans which will be included in the April    
issue. 

2023 REUNION—Jeff Castellini has offered to host the 2023 reunion in Plymouth, New Hampshire.  It’s exciting to 
know we have plans this far in advance.  
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OVHO 2021 REUNION RECAP 

 Before starting this recap, I re-read the one from 2019; my final sentence wished everyone a 
great year but little could we know that it would be anything but.   2020 turned out for most of us to be 
one of the worst in memory as the Corona Virus took over and affected all of us in one way or another.  
Many contracted the disease, knew of someone who did or sadly lost a loved one or friend.  So many 
“normal” events had to be cancelled including our annual reunion but we made up for it this year thanks 
to Randy & Brenda Rosebeck who hosted it in the lovely harbor town of Port Washington, WI.  It was  like 
stepping back in time with lovely older homes, well manicured lawns and quaint old buildings, away from 

the hustle and bustle of big cities! Sunday, as usual, began with registration in the Hospitality Room with all the usual drinks 
and snacks.  We were presented with “goody” bags containing info about the city, coupons and “cozies” to keep the drinks cool.  
As he did last time, President Wayne Turner introduced the first time attendees.  It was good to meet them but also missed see-
ing lots of familiar faces.  (Bob Wolanin, Bob Podgorski and Tony Collins all  passed away in August.  They along with their 
spouses, Gloria, Phyllis and B.J., were regular attendees at and hosted many past reunions.)   All shipmates took turns introduc-
ing themselves and spoke of their time on the ship.         
 We began our tours on a rainy Monday at the War Memorial Center on Lake Michigan.  It is deservedly called the 
“Jewel of Milwaukee” as it is a stunning structure dedicated to  “Honor the Dead by Serving the Living”.  Some features include 
the Veterans Courtyard containing an Eternal Flame and Ring of Honor acknowledging men & women who have served in all  
conflicts since WWI.  There are memorials to the Wounded, Gold Star Families, Purple Heart Recipients, Operation Iraqi Free-
dom, 9/11 and a POW/MIA table.  Many plaques throughout recognize the contributions of many   in service to all.  Also on the 
grounds are imposing statues of Abe Lincoln and General MacArthur.  It also serves as an educational center to help visitors and 
students understand the military experience and the sacrifice and loss endured by members and their families via stories of vets 
and current personnel.  It is well worth a visit if you’re in the area.  The annual Memorial Service was held here honoring the 
shipmates who have passed since the last reunion.  Sadly we were notified of 27 of them this time.  Patriotic ribbons for each 
were placed on a wreath as their names were read and the bell tolled.   Then it was off to the Troop Café for lunch prepared 
from scratch and served by returning vets who are learning skills  in the food service area.  The group is dedicated to helping 
vets adjust to civilian life by assisting in finding housing, medical, job placement, etc.   The food was good and plentiful!!  In ad-
dition to door prizes of mugs and tee shirts, we were given bags of their house coffees ~ “Reveille Caf” & “ Declassified Decaf”J.  
A visit to the Harley-Davidson Museum was next on the agenda.  Though I am not “into” motorcycles, two of our children own 
them  so found it interesting to see how they have progressed from the early days.  They were also useful in delivering mail and 
during war time.  Always love to learn new things!  We returned to the hotel for dinner on our own but it was not necessary for 
lots of us.  After the large lunch,  all the goodies provided in the hospitality room each evening were more than enough.  Includ-
ed each day were samples of local fare including smoked salmon, meatballs, cheeses, sausages, veggie trays and assorted 
sweets (especially good carrot cake!).          
 We began our tours on Tuesday at the Manitowoc Maritime Museum, an interesting collection of artifacts, photos, 
works of art, documents, etc. designed to preserve the maritime history of WI and the Great Lakes Region dating from the time 
of the American Indian settlements.  It is home port for the USS Cobia, a WWII sub which was open for tours. It is also available 
for an overnight stayJ.   The Wisconsin Discovery Center & Farm Tour was our next stop.  In addition to being “America’s Dairy-
land”,  Wisconsin also produces much other agriculture.  Our bus slowly made its way through a huge barn housing the cows 
and also the milking carousel.  The animals are well cared for and able to move around.  What was once a farmer’s burden  has 
now become a sustainable and clean source of energy as a process to convert manure into natural gas is now used, thus there is 
very little waste on this farm!  The Center contains a “Birthing Barn” where two “ladies” ready to deliver are always on display. 
It did not happen while we were there though!   After a box lunch in the Café, we were free to roam around the upstairs where 
many interactive agricultural exhibits explain how science and technology have made food production and processing more 
efficient.  We stopped  at Henning’s Cheese Factory before returning to the hotel.  This is a 4th generation family owned shop 
since 1914.  Many varieties were available for purchase.  Several “Cheeseheads” were spotted on the return trip!! 
 Our final day consisted of a drop and shop day at Cedar Creek Settlement in Cedarburg, another picturesque town on 
Cedar Creek,  just North of Milwaukee.   An old woolen mill has been converted into several unique shops where lots of us did a 
bit of Christmas shopping!   Lunch was in the courtyard of the Anvil Pub & Grill, formerly a 19th century blacksmith shop.    Wine 
tasting was available at nearby winery.  The final stop was at the Rebellion Bar where drinks were enjoyed on the patio area.  
Thanks to newcomers, Bob & Linda who grew up in WI, for  introducing  us to  Wisconsin’s  “state drink”, an Old Fashioned 
made with Korbel extra smooth brandy !  As my late niece loved to say  “that’s good stuff”!      
 On our return to the hotel, the business meeting was held, followed by  a cookout which concluded another fun, in-
formative reunion of folks brought together simply because they happened to have served aboard the same ship at one time or 
another.  I would encourage those who read this to consider attending the next reunion, you won’t be a stranger and will have 
a great time thanks the hosts who each year make the effort to ensure your trip is worthwhile. 

Hope to see you in Richmond, until then, take care and God Bless!  Lorraine Pieper 



Chuckle for the month……….. 
March 1981—The Orion entering the Strait of Messina on her 

way to Athens, Greece. 

ARE YOUR DUES UP-TO-DATE? 

We have a lot of shipmates on our database that receive the Scuttlebutt that are not dues 
paying members.  Won’t you consider being a member?  It is only $10/yr.  There is a form 
included for you to enroll and to become a member.  The dues help to defray the cost of 
printing and mailing the Scuttlebutt.  If you are unable to pay, we will still keep you in our 

     database. 

 We also encourage those that are members to try to get the word out to shipmates that are not receiving 
the Scuttlebutt.  If you are a member of Face Book or other social media, tell them about our organization.  

The Scuttlebutt is printed three times per year.  We invite articles from any shipmate and of course, pictures!   

It is very important that you keep us up-to-date on your address.  We have had to delete several due to the 
Schttlebutt being returned and that also cost the organization.  If it is returned twice, we delete the shipmate from 
the database to avoid additional cost. 

 Harold Wright was attending a Brick Recognition Ceremony at his local Veterans Military Museum in     
Tarboro, NC, and as he was reading the inscriptions on the bricks, he saw one with the following:  Jeffrey Shaw,  
US Navy, 1991-93, USS Orion.  He immediately sought out Jeffrey, and they discussed their years on the Orion.  He 
now has an address for Jeffrey, and hopes he will be interested in attending the reunion in Richmond VA.  As they 
say, you never know when you may come face-to-face with another shipmate. 

   Hello everybody. Randy Rosbeck here. Putting pen to paper is not my strong suit, but I’ll work on it. Now, 

you need something made in the machine shop? I’m all over that like a Hobo on a ham samich. Lol   I 

would like to first off thank the 2021 reunion attendees for electing me President. It is both a privilege and 

an honor to hold this position. I will do my best to make you all proud. I hope Wayne and past Presidents 

know that I will be looking to them for some guidance and advice. I have always felt that successful mis-

sions are accomplished only when you accept input from various resources. Moving forward, I have some 

goals in mind. One of which is, I would like to increase the number of attendees for future reunions. Social 

media is a great way to get information out to the people. I ask everyone out there, that hasn’t yet so far, 

reach out to a former shipmate, and let them know about our reunions. I was surprised to find out how many 

people I contacted that never heard of the OVHO reunions. I am always keeping them up to date on future reunions. Not every-

body can attend every Reunion, but we might have one in their area, and they get to attend. I look forward to the next reunion in 

Richmond Va. very much. Frances will be keeping us all up to date as events are planned. Thank you very much Frances for all 

you’ve done, and most of all, for all you continue to do. We are very fortunate to have you on our team. With that said, I’ll say 

farewell for now. Take care and hope you had a safe and Happy Thanksgiving and wishing you a Very Merry Christmas.   

   Randy 

    John Smith lived in Staten Island, New York 

and worked in Manhattan. He had to take the 

ferryboat home every night. One evening, he 

got down to the ferry and found there was a 

wait for the next boat, so John decided to stop 

at a nearby tavern. Before long he was feeling 

no pain. 

    When he got back to the ferry slip, the ferry-

boat was just eight feet from the dock. Smith, 

afraid of missing this one and being late for 

dinner, took a running leap and landed right 

on the deck of the boat. 

    "How did you like that jump, buddy" said a 

proud John to a deck hand. 

     It was great," said the sailor. "But why didn't 

you wait.. We were just pulling in!" 
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TAPS 
Claude J. Stiltz, IC-9—1969-1970, Jacksonville, FL 

passed away June 9, 2021. 

Fairwinds and Following Seas Shipmate. 

Rest in Peace 

Reunion 2021 Pictures 

Roy Smith touring the USS Cobia 

Each shipmate      
deceased in the past 

two years was      
honored with a     

ribbon as their name 
was called at our   
Memorial Service. 

 

Chuck  Burgio and Wally Stebbins 
Old Navy Buddies 

Lunch in Cedarburg, WI.  We spent 
the afternoon shopping, eating and 
wine tasting. 

Pat and Joe Stracka 

Larry Grisham 

Harley Davidson Museum 


